CHAPTER IV 


POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS : SIONISM AND ANTI-SEMITISM 


SIONISM 


Ir seems scarcely pertinent to remind the reader that 
Sionism, as a movement, was organised by the late 
Theodore Hertzl; that Marks and Hess, upon the 
German side, and Pinskier, Lilienblum and Rosenfeld 
on the Russian, had written upon the subject before; 
that Hertzl convoked the first Universal Congress of 
Sionists in 1879; that this same congress was the first 
public protest of Jewry against the position of the 
Semite in Europe, and that those there assembled 
decided that the sole means of solving the Jewish 
problem was to open an asylum for those children of 
Israel who are unable or unwilling to assimilate with 
the great Aryan races. So far all was perfectly straight 
sailing for Mr. Hertzl and his adherents. But no sooner 
did Sionism begin to spread throughout the Jewish 
communities of Europe, no sooner were branches estab- 
lished within the communes and shelters and Jewish 
settlements of the Russian Empire, than complications 
arose, complications as diverse as the spheres which had 


been represented at the congress, when the Jewish 
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journalist sat down with the Rabbi and the London 
banker with the Galician factor. Digressions were 
inevitable in such a gathering, and before long the 
adherents of Sionism had divided into two parties, 
known respectively as the Orthodox and the Progressive. 
The first dreams of a return to Palestine, where Hebrew 
culture is to develop upon ancient soil, untrammelled by 
Aryan oppression. The second advocates the cultural 
education of the Jewish masses before emigration. The 
Orthodox Sionists again split into two parties—one 
adhering to the former project of returning to Palestine, 
the other ready (theoretically) to emigrate to any 
favourable colony which the British or another govern- 
ment would offer. The Progressive likewise formulated 
two distinct professions of faith, cultural and political. 
The cultural Progressives have just been referred to, and 
the political Progressives affirming that, as the human 
character is formed by environment alone, the first step 
necessary is to obtain political autonomy. The members 
of this last party are known as the Social Sionists. 

Before considering the position of Sionism in Poland, 
either as cultural separation or as a movement in favour 
of emigration to Palestine, let us dispose of Social- 
Sionism. 

Social-Sionism aims at converting the Sionists to 
Socialism before they go to Palestine, in order to facili- 
tate the establishment of a Socialistic government when 
their dreams have been realised and they have arrived 
in the Land of Promise. In the meantime they do 
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their best to overthrow those European Governments 
which do not attain to their political standard. In 
Poland the party chiefly owes its recruits to the school- 
boy and school-girl population. I have not yet come 
across a Social-Sionist over twenty-five years of age, 
and, after making various inquiries into the cause, 
ascertained that its members generally join the Bund 
before they arrive at years of discretion, preferring to 
leave Palestine to the Orthodox Sionists, and devote 
their energies to the establishment of a new form of 
government which will give the Jews civil rights 
throughout the Russian Empire. I think we need not 
linger over the Social-Sionists. Their programme, which 
is full of Socialistic ideas, and which they have not the 
influence to carry out, is not particularly interesting. 
It includes the organisation of strikes, acts of terror, 
and, the organisers being very young, acts of folly 
as well, 

In July last (1906) the party managed to organise 
a strike of waiters serving in the Jewish restaurants in 
Warsaw. Extravagant demands were put forth, and, 
as the employers could not accede to them, a certain 
amount of terrorism was brought to bear, not only on 
the restaurant keepers, but on the strikers as well. At 
one meeting, when negotiations were on foot, an agitator, 
who dropped in unawares, turned to a restaurant keeper 
with the words—‘“ If you don’t agree to our terms, we'll 
come and rip up your wives’ stomachs.” When the 
strikers heard this threat, their waning courage was 
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renewed, and they determined to go on with the fight. 
Being addicted to the manufacture of bombs, used when 
circumstances allow, on their political enemies, the 
Social-Sionists are sometimes unpleasant members of 
society. The following incident will show that even 
extreme youth, when engaged upon active politics, may 
prove dangerous, unless, as in this case, chance places 
the secret in other hands. 

During the month of May (1906), 2 month in which 
bombs were particularly prevalent in Poland and 
Lithuania, the Social-Sionists were nonplussed in the 
town of Minsk by a casual policeman, who, whilst 
standing on his beat in the J ewish quarter, noticed that 
some sparks were proceeding from the courtyard of 
a house close by. He went to the séréz (house- 
guardian) who told him that a small fire had broken 
out on the third floor, but that the tenants of the flat 
had extinguished it without any help. The policeman 
was about to return to his post, when upon glancing 
round the courtyard he saw a_ barrel standing in a 
distant corner. Being an inquisitive man, he peeped 
into the barrel and found that it contained two bombs. 
Mentally connecting them with the fire on the third 
floor, he telephoned for some soldiers and gendarmes, 
and proceeded with them to the flat in question. Their 
search was rewarded by finding a packet of dynamite, 
a completed bomb, five revolvers, a few boxes of 
ammunition and various articles used in bomb-making, 
such as glass cylinders, iron, glycerine and chemicals. 
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There were also several packets of the party’s proclama- 
tions. In an adjoining attic they found two more 
completed bombs, and one awaiting the finishing 
touches; another store of proclamations and literature 
printed in Yiddish and Hebrew, three sacks of dynamite 
and some chemicals. Mr. Wolf Funt, the tenant of the 
flat, and five young Jews found on the premises, told 
the gendarmes about the fire. Two bombs were all but 
finished—they needed but the addition of iron-scraping 
to render them ready for use, when by some chance the 
dynamite they contained caught fire. Funt and his 
accomplices, anxious above all things to keep the secret 
of the accident from the stréz, hurriedly put out the 
fire, and fearing that the police, attracted by the smoke 
which proceeded from the windows, would arrive to 
make enquiries, tried to rid the room of the remaining 
bombs as quickly as possible. Two were placed in the 
courtyard in the barrel, and a third, not quite filled, 
was thrown into a neighbouring garden, The policeman 
interrupted them at this stage of the proceedings, the 
bombs, dynamite and literature were confiscated and 
the Social-Sionists arrested, Whom their bombs were 
intended for did not transpire, but it is to be hoped 
that the high officials of Minsk felt grateful to the alert 
policeman whose discoveries interrupted the labours of 
the bomb-makers, 

Cultural Sionism, the Sionism which aims at imbuing 
the Jewish proletariat with Hebrew culture, was, like all 
forms of the movement, introduced into Poland from 
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Lithuania. These Sionists do not intend to conduct the 
Jewish proletariat back to Palestine. They affirm that 
Sion or the Sionistic atmosphere can be reached in any 
land in which the Jews live, whether it be England, 
Russia, America or the desert of Sahara, that it consists 
not in territory, but in an atmosphere of separation, in 
the cult of Yiddish, of Jewish traditions and customs, 
of the hopes and aims which separate the Jewish masses 
from the rest of the world. 

So much for the theories of Sionism; we will now see 
how they work out in practice. First let us look at the 
effect which these theories have made upon the Jewish 
and Polish communities. Nowhere do we find such 
bitter opponents to Cultural Sionism as amongst those 
Jews who, having adopted Polish culture themselves, 
are anxious that the Jewish masses should follow their 
example. They regard the jargon with abhorrence and 
the halat with disgust. They look upon them, and 
justly, as the symbols of Hebrew separatism and as the 
anti-civilisation sentiments of the ghetto. In order to 
release the minds of the masses from all the prejudices 
these two symbols represent, they do their best to intro- 
duce the Polish language into the ghetto, and persuade 
its inhabitants to adopt European customs and clothes. 
This doctrine of the Sionistic atmosphere is their worst 
enemy, because the Jewish proletariat, too indifferent 
and morally blind to care for the civilisation around 
him, prefers to read his Yiddish papers and attend 
a Yiddish theatre, where his own sordid existence is 


122 THE POLISH JEW 
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as he. 


But the assimilator is as strongly opposed to orthodox 
Sionism. He boldly affirms that the movement is not 
only injurious to the vital interests of the Jewish pro- 
letariat. It is more; it is a cruel deception of those 
who are blindly attached to it, because it aims at 
establishing a political and economical Utopia. From his 
point of view it is a political Utopia, because the Turkish 
Government will never allow a separate people, ambitious 
and exclusive, imbued with a mixture of Markism and 
Talmudism, to live within their domains ; because even 
if Turkey were foolish enough to agree to their settle- 
ments, the Christians throughout the world would never 
admit the Holy Sepulchre—rescued from the infidel with 
the blood of the Crusaders, stamped with the mark of 
a thousand traditions, the monument of all that endears 
the Christian to his faith, the last earthly resting-place 
of the Founder of his faith, the monument for whose 
possession whole countries were plunged into bitter 
wars, for which men have devoted their lives, suffered 
hunger and thirst, received wounds and courted death 
itself—to fall into the hands of the very people who 
mocked and betrayed and crucified Him who was taken 
from the Cross and laid within that grave. The Sionist 
leaders, the assimilator affirms, little guess the measure 
of the Christian’s love and reverence for the land 
whence his faith first sprung. They know as little of 
the psychology of Christianity as they do of the Judaism 
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they have ceased to believe in. They forget that 
fanaticism, the great motive power of human action, 
is not dead, either in Christian or Jew, in gentile or 
Semite; they have omitted to reckon with this huge 
force, which they as non-religious men cannot feel, but 
which still affects a large portion of the human race. 
“Were you,” the assimilator warns the Sionist—“ were 
you to realise your dream and send the Jewish proletariat 
to overflow the Holy Land, such a protest would be 
raised throughout Christendom as the Crusaders of old 
raised against your own forefathers, driving them with 
bitter persecutions from all Europe to seek refuge and 
protection in Poland itself. Then, indeed, would anti- 
Semitism be aroused against those who dare to desecrate 
the Holy Land and the Holy Sepulchre.” But the 
assimilator does not stop here. He has arguments of 
an economic nature wherewith to combat Sionism. He 
reminds the leaders that Palestine is only capable of - 
supporting one million souls, whereas they dream of 
transporting nine millions thither; that the world 
cannot furnish the means of transporting nine millions 
of emigrants from different parts of the universe ; that 
the Jewish population increases at such a rapid rate 
that, even if all Jews were Sionists and subscribed to 
the cause, if all the Jewish millionaires gave a fifth part 
of their fortune for the purpose, then, and only then, 
would it be possible to carry out a sufficiently large 
emigration scheme within a year to equal the increase 
of the Jewish population during that time. ‘‘ But even 
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supposing,” the assimilator continues—‘ even supposing 
that every Jew be a Sionist—which he is not—and 
paid his subscription regularly ; supposing that every 
Jewish millionaire sacrificed one-fifth of his fortune and 
one million Jews emigrated en masse to Palestine, how 
would they earn their daily bread in this Hebrew 
Utopia? They are bad agriculturists, and, bad as they 
be, there are too few of them to be able to undertake 
the cultivation of the land. They do not take kindly 
to factory work, and leave it as soon as they can afford 
to exchange the mill for a shop. No doubt they would 
make very fair artisans if they cared to be taught, for 
the anti-Semites themselves do not deny their intelli- 
gence. But how will they learn in Palestine? At the 
feet of the Talmudists who think that it is sufficient to 
expound the Jewish law and observe the Jewish ritual ? 
True, the Jews are excellent merchants, traders and 
middlemen; but whom will they trade with? What 
will they sell? How will the thousands of Jews who 
now earn their living in Poland by running the Poles’ 
errands and acting as middlemen between the producer 
and buyer, live in Palestine, where they will be in- 
capable of producing anything themselves, and where 
there are no Poles to produce things for them? Who 
will finance the factories, and, even if they get established, 
who will trade with Palestine? Who will buy shoddy 
boots and clothing? Who will borrow money from the 
usurer, consult the lawyer or pay the doctor? The 
Jewish colonies which are already established in the 
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Argentine, the Transvaal, Canada, aye, and in Palestine 
itself, advertise the failure of your movement, for in 
spite of the large sums of money which have been 
expended upon them, they are developing in an 
alarmingly feeble manner. What is this Hebrew 
culture you talk so much about? What civilisation 
fitted to establish a government and guide a nation 
under modern conditions can proceed from the cult of 
the Talmud, of Yiddish, and of the halat? Your 
Rabbis are against any other cult. They will want to 
rule the community as Moses ruled the people of Israel. 
Instead of breaking down the walls of the ghetto and 
shedding the light of civilisation amongst the in- 
habitants, you would establish a national ghetto, a 
state of anti-civilisation, a state which no enlightened 
Jew will return to.” 

So the assimilators argue; but they are not the only 
enemies Sionism has to confront in Poland. 

Those Jews who have cast in their lot with the 
various parties which are struggling for the establish- 
ment of civic liberty in the Russian Empire have an 
unanimous complaint against both the Cultural and the 
Orthodox Sionists. They accuse the advocates of the 
Sionistic atmosphere of luring the Jewish proletariat 
back into the darkness of the jargon and the Talmud, 
of creating a ferment of anti-civilisation, and a feeling 
of hatred for all that can raise the masses from the 
moral and social depths into which they are sunk, of 
undoing the work of a few decades by conjuring back 
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the baneful influences of centuries, in influences of the 
ghetto, of oppression and destitution. 

They are not more favourably disposed towards the 
Orthodox Sionists, for against them they lodge an 
additional and too just complaint; a complaint that 
they are absolutely indifferent to the present struggle 
for freedom which is convulsing the Russian Empire. 
They maintain that the Sionists gloat over the Jewish 
massacres and take joy in the laws which fetter the 
Hebrew, because they see in all the injustice and 
oppression of a cruel government one great advantage 
—a facility for the propagation of their movement. 

Amongst the Poles themselves, Sionism with its 
separatism, with its anti-communal and anti-cultural 
tenets, has only served to increase anti-Semitism. To 
the Polish nature, easy-going though it be, there is 
something particularly obnoxious in the contemplation 
of the better part of a million J ews, whose forefathers 
found a refuge in the country at a period when the 
Semite was chivied and chased from all parts of Europe, 
who have lived upon that country for centuries, some 
of whom have even amassed fortunes, assuming an 
attitude of hostile exclusiveness towards the very people 
to whom they owe so much, flaunting the cult of the 
jargon, the halat and the Talmud before their eyes, and 
eagerly looking forward to the time when they will 
have amassed a sufficient quantity of Polish gold to 
bear them over the seas and establish them in Palestine 
to continue the cult practised in the land of exile. 
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“We have no objection to Sionism,” the Poles affirm, 
“inasmuch as it means a speedy return of the Jews to 
Palestine. Indeed, we did not ask you to leave that 
land of your dreams and take up your abode amongst 
us. Once you were here we tolerated you. True you 
have monopolised our trade and commerce and eaten 
into the very heart of the community with your factors 
and your money-lenders, feeding upon it as the parasite 
feeds upon its prey. No walk of life is free from you 
—you enter the professions as well as the trades, but 
we are a lazy people and found you useful. We do not 
like you personally, but we must admire many excellent 
qualities which you possess, in which we are deficient, 
and which, thanks to your presence, we have had little 
chance of developing. Go to Palestine or America or 
England as soon as you like. Neither shall we complain 
very much if you decide to stay, but we strongly object 
to your living here and spreading your Sionistic atmo- 
sphere throughout the Jewish settlements of the country 
and fanning the feeling of anti-Semitism which lies 
dormant in the hearts of the Polish masses, and which, 
if aroused, might lead to demonstrations that we, as a 
humane and cultured people, would deeply regret, but 
which the arrogance of the Jewish masses does much to 
call forth.” 

Of the two evils the average Pole prefers the Jewish 
nationalist who aims at establishing a Jewish nation by 
the side of the Polish, but does not contemplate trans- 
porting the spoils of commerce, trade and usury to a 
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distant land, after creating antagonism between the 
Hebrew and the Sclav. N othing galls him so much as 
the attitude of the Sionist who speaks of the land in 
which he and his forefathers have lived for centuries as 
one of oppression, suffering and exile, as a stepping- 
stone to wealth and Palestine. The revival of anti- 
Semitism, apparent during the past few years even 
amongst the educated Poles, owes its existence to the 
Sionistic atmosphere which many Jews have helped to 
create. 

On the other hand, anti-Semitism is helpful to the 
Sionist, who considers massacre, oppression and _ tribu- 
lation as the best means of converting the Jewish 
proletariat to his way of thinking. This fact is 
sufficiently illustrated in the Sionist organs which adopt 
a tone of martyrdom, when writing of the conditions 
under which the Polish Jew lives. The following 
extract from a Yiddish newspaper is a very fair 
specimen of the sentiments which are expressed in this 
kind of literature. 

One says—“ The longer the country sucks in 
our blood, the poorer, weaker, more oppressed and 
darkened we shall become ; therefore we must sacrifice 
all our strength to Sionism, we must offer up sacrifices 
which will bring us nearer to the goal, for Sionism is 
the only way of escape from our present unbearable 
position.” 

And again— 


“Let our blood flow that we may at last come into 
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our inheritance. We will cover with our corpses the 
path which leads, not to exile, but to Sion, though every 
clod of earth we gain there shall exact a sacrifice. We 
will work not for strange gods but for ourselves alone.” 
Visions of Jewish massacres and persecutions, of the 
Poles slaying the Hebrew stranger that is within his 
gates, are conjured up by such articles. One would 
imagine to read them that the horrible scenes recently 
enacted in various towns in Russia, when the Jews were 
mercilessly tortured, disgrace Poland daily. One would 
think that the Polish Jew was safe to shed his blood for 
the Sionistic cause in a fanatical desire to reach the 
promised Land, the land of his inheritance. This picture 
of the Jews soaking the land of their exile with their 
blood and covering the road to Sion with their bodies 
appears rather terrible. It certainly would be so if the 
Polish Jews intended to make such sacrifice. But they 
do not. Rich or poor, cultured or ignorant, they have 
little sympathy with the Sionism which invests money 
in Palestine or emigrates there. Though the assimilator’s 
objection might be slightly exaggerated, it is not without 
reason that he points out that the Sionist lawyer, doctor 
and shopkeeper, though he may attend party meetings 
in Poland and even send delegates to the large congresses, 
does not seriously contemplate the idea of leaving the 
land of his birth and settling in Jerusalem. Ask the 
leaders of the Sionist branch in Warsaw when they intend 
to start for Palestine, or the head of the territorialist 


branch whether he will go to whatever country his 
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leader may choose as a colony. Ask the editors of the 
Sionistic newspapers whether and when they contemplate 
beginning a new life beyond the seas. They will all tell 
you that they do not intend—unless forced for political 
reasons—to leave Poland, that they are bound to that 
country by a thousand ties of interest and affection, that 
they foresee a not-far-distant day when Jewish energies 
and Jewish intelligence will have full scope in the 
Russian Empire. If you enquire why, under these cir- 
cumstances, they are Sionists, they will reply that they 
adhere to the movement, not for their own sakes but for 
the sakes of the oppressed and indigent Jewish proleta- 
riat that cannot keep body and soul together in the 
country. 

Go to the Jewish banker established in the Polish 
capital, who gives his wealth to the Sionistic cause and 
ask if he intends to transfer his business to one of the 
Jewish colonies in America, Africa, Asia, and he will 
answer “no” with the indulgent smile of the sane man 
to the mentally weak one. If he does not think you too 
mad to talk to he will add that Sionism is for the Jewish 
masses, and that he as a Sionist does all in his power to 
persuade them to emigrate to Palestine. If you begin to 
chat with him you will find that he intends to spend a 
few weeks in Nice next winter, or that he has just been 
for a holiday in Paris, or is about to take his wife and 
family to Ostend ; that, in short, he has been or is going 
anywhere but to Palestine. You leave him struck with 
the impression conveyed by the manner of all these 
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Sionists, that they were as much in touch with the Jew- 
ish proletariat as the Russian landowners of the sixties 
were with the serfs they only knew from the verandahs of 
their country houses. You, therefore, determine to go 
and look for the real Sionist men and women who want 
to go to Palestine, and turn your steps in the direction of 
the Jewish quarter, where the proletariat lives. But on 
your way you call upon a Rabbi, delighted at the idea of 
finding a man who stands midway between the banker 
and the masses, who will be the embodiment of all that 
is Sionistic, looking eagerly forward to the realisation of 
his pious dreams. You are shown into his stuffy, shabby 
room, and as soon as he returns your salutation with a 
slight inclination of his head, you instinctively feel his 
dislike for you, his hostility to your European dress and 
speech, a feeling which increases when he sternly tells 
you that Hertzl’s movement is a profanation of the 
prophets and a blasphemy upon Holy Writ. You leave 
the silent and uncompromising Talmudist and, once more 
in the street, pause undecided as to your nextstep. The 
Rabbi’s reception has chilled your enthusiasm for the 
Jewish proletariat, and you realise, for the first time 
perhaps, how wide the chasm is that separates these 
bearded Jews and bewigged Jewesses from you. Asthey 
brush past you gesticulating and excited, you notice one 
small son of Israel furtively offering a man a revolution- 
ary paper ; the incident reminds you that Socialism has 
done much to weaken the influence of the Rabbis, and 
gaining fresh courage, you determine to continue your 
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search for Sionists amongst the masses. You will 
probably spend the rest of the day in the sweating shops 
and factories of the Jewish quarter, returning home 
bereft of all illusions about the influence of Sionism upon 
its inmates. The result of your researches may be 
summed up in this way. Roughly speaking, you found 
the people you came into contact with divided into 
two groups—Socialists and Orthodox Jews. You found 
that, whilst the first group treated Sionism with contempt, 
the second was more hostilely inclined towards it than 
the Rabbi, whose antagonism for the outward signs of 
European culture was accentuated in his flock to an 
extraordinary degree. This antagonism explains their 
hostility to the Sionism which was founded by Theodore 
Hertzl. The sweating boot-maker is a Sionist, it is true, 
but he is a Sionist who absolutely believes what the 
Scriptures teach him about Sion. He believes that a 
deliverer shall come to open blind eyes, to bring the 
prisoners from the prisons and them that sit in darkness 
from the prison-house. But he does not believe that 
the Hertzls and Zangwills and Nordans are destined by 
the Lord God of Israel to be his deliverers, His religion 
and the prophets are so very real to him that he looks 
upon such men as those who falsely call themselves by 
the name of Jacob as the false prophets the Holy 
Scripture warns him to beware of. He believes that one 
day his sons and daughters will be gathered from the 
ends of the earth into the place whence the Lord, for 
Israel’s sins, had caused his forefathers to be taken cap- 
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tive, and “ to be an astonishment and a hissing ” amongst 
the nations whither they were driven. Miserable as he 

| is, his one hope is in that Sion, his one pleasure the 
thought of returning there, and he repeats the words of 
Israel’s prophets who cried unto the Lord that their 
houses were turned unto aliens, their young men taken 
to grind, that the mountain of Sion is desolate and the 
Lord wroth against him. 

But there is no thought of the leaders of the Basle 
Congress when, pausing in his work in the grimy factory, 
he turns his soul to Sion and prays to the Lord who shall 
gather him and his out of the country with “a mighty 
hand,” when “a great company shall go thither,” when 
the watchmen upon Mount Ephraim shall ery, “ Arise 
ye, and let us go up to Sion unto the Lord our God.” 
Amongst his toils and privations this thought of return 
to Sion comforts him as it comforted his fathers in 
Babylonian captivity, in Crimean exile or on the steppes 
of the Ukraine. But those who tell him that the modern 
Sionist is to take him to the Promised Land are met with 
a stern reproof for blaspheming against the Scriptures. 
No, the Sion of the dweller in the ghetto is to be 
realised by miracles, by the blowing of trumpets at the 
four corners of the earth. To his mind it is nothing 
short of profanation to talk of the train and the steamer 
which are to convey him to the Land of Promise, and 
of the industry, the tedious industry of exile, which is 
to support him when he gets there. ‘Surely,’ he argues 
with himself, “‘the Lord will feed him, leading him in 
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green pasture. There all will be peace and rest and 
plenty, for has he not the promise that his soul shall be 
as a “ watered garden” ? 

He will consent to go in the train and the ship to 
America and England and to ply his trade there if he 
cannot make a living in Poland, but never to Palestine, 
the land of his forefathers, whither the Lord Himself 
shall lead him. 

But not only are his fervent religious feelings at war 
with Sionism ; there is the antagonism of the ghetto as 
well. To him the advocates of the movement with their 
European culture and dress are un-Jewish and therefore 
hostile. He who clings to his halat and his jargon can- 
not bear the European delegate with his short coat and 
low boots, speaking good German or fluent Polish. He 
will have none of them. The intellectual lawyers and 
editors may discuss and subscribe, but the children of the 
ghetto will have none of their Sionism. It is the old 
story of the leader who strives to turn the uncultured, 
morally blind masses to a movement which has originated 
in the brain of an enlightened and intelligent man, who 
- idealises the masses and applies his own conceptions of 
an idea to them. The Sionism of Hertz] is one thing and 
the Sionism of the ghetto another. The two cannot be 
reconciled, because their respective adherents do not 
understand one another, and the consequence is that the 
Sionism of Hertzl goes a begging amongst the very 
classes for which it was intended, the classes whose posi- 
tion and characteristies have exacted this J ewish 
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problem, and whose hopes, aims and ambitions only 
those born in the ghetto and bred in the halat can 
thoroughly fathom. 


ANTI-SEMITISM 


The average Pole when asked to define an anti- 
Semite will promptly answer “a man who dislikes the 
Jews more than they deserve,” but I have used 
the word here in the ordinary sense of the word—as 
meaning a dislike for the Semite. Sionism im Poland 
is so bound up with anti-Semitism that it would be 
difficult to treat of the one without referring to the 
other. As we have just seen, though Sionism, as Dr. 
Hertzl and the general public understand the word, is 
bankrupt in that country, the Sionistic atmosphere is 
not. The Jews say that its flourishing condition is due 
to anti-Semitism, thatif the Poles were not anti-Semites, 
the Jews would not be Sionists. The Poles deny this 
charge, affirming that anti-Semitism is not the cause but 
the effect of Sionism, that if the Jews had shown any 
friendly feelings for them, any gratitude for the protec- 
tion they received centuries back, any interest in 
Poland’s weal or sympathy for her woe, any inclination 
to demolish the walls of the ghetto, to forget the jargon, 
to discard the halat, to assimilate, in short, with the rest 
of the community—anti-Semitism would not exist to- 
day. They meet the charge of increased anti-Semitism— 
and its increase during the past half decade is utterly 
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undeniable—with a counter charge of Jewish hostility 
and Jewish anarchy. They point out that the Bund 
was the first party to arm the masses, placing the means 
of exercising terrorism in the hands of those who lack 
culture and education to curb their passions of race and 
class ; that the revolutionary parties which are given up 
to bomb-throwing, assassination and other acts of excess, 
are de facto Jewish ; that the proportion of Poles to Jews 
amongst the leaders of these parties is very small; that 
the Jew, who has been economically dangerous to Polish 
interests for centuries, has now become a political peril, 
because, having nothing to gain by keeping quiet and a 
possible gain in revolt, he has prompted and is guiding 
the present revolutionary movement. 

This conviction prompted the Poles to act with 
unexpected energy during the election for the Duma. 
Very little interest was shown in these elections at first 
because the Jews had declared that they would not 
participate in them. The Polish community was aroused 
a few days before the time fixed for voting by the 
announcement that the Jews had decided to send 
Tepresentatives to the Duma and were engaged in a pre- 
elective campaign. Warsaw and Lodz, owing to the 
large percentage of the Jewish element, were threatened 
with Jewish delegates. The result of this news was 
astonishing, Suddenly every Polish party took the 
elections quite seriously, and, what is more wonderful in 
faction-loving Poland, decided to arrive at a speedy 
understanding and vote irrespective of party politics for 
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the National Democrats; otherwise if the votes split up 
between the Conciliators, Patriots and Progressives, the 
Jewish candidates would gain the day. Perhaps the 
best example was shown in Lodz, where, though the 
Polish and German elements are ever at war, they united 
against the common foe, voted together, and won the 
day. The Jews themselves worked with laudable 
zest. In the provinces those who could not afford to 
pay their fares to and from the voting centres were 
supplied with enough money to cover their travelling 
expenses. The Kahals, calling upon every man to use 
his vote, threatened to impose a heavy fine upon those 
who neglected their civic responsibilities. Men were 
sent into the streets to buy voting cards from the needy 
Polish population.! Sandwich men, bearing Hebrew 
placards calling upon all Jews to vote for their cause, 
paraded the Jewish quarters. Pre-election meetings 
were addressed in Yiddish by advocates of the cause. 
But solidarity, a feature which is generally missing in 
their political life, saved the Poles ; and, in spite of the 
fact that the Jews form 14/ of the total population, their 
party in Poland did not send one delegate to the first 
Duma. The Jewish proletariat relieved their feelings by 
setting up straw figures dressed in the Polish fashion 
and throwing mud at them. The “ Intellectuels” lodged 
a protest against the conduct of the National Democrats 
who had “swamped” them, and promised never to forget 


1 As much as six shillings was paid for the cards, which were 
immediately destroyed. 
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the slight put upon Jewish interests. Whether this exclu- 
sion of the Hebrew element is politically wise, or whether, 
as the Jews themselves affirm, it will convey but a poor 
opinion of Polish tolerance to the Liberal Party in 
Russia, remains to be seen. But the fact in itself is 
interesting, inasmuch as it shows a tendency on the part 
of the Poles to keep whatever political right they may 
obtain under their own control and prevent the Semites 
from ousting them in the political arena as they have 
already done in trade and commerce. 

Hitherto anti-Semitism has not aroused the Poles to 
organise a campaign against the economic influence of 
the Jews. Here and there an increased disinclination to 
buy from them may be seen, and of late much has been 
written about the need of organising the Polish commercial 
element into guilds which will defend its interests, for 
there is a growing conviction that, as the Jews intend to 
preserve their own national individuality, some means of 
protecting the Polish element must be found. But as 
yet it is too early to foretell what these means will be. 
In Poland, where men think rapidly and act slowly, 
questions even of such importance as this one do not 
get the prompt attention they deserve. No, though anti- 
Semitism prevails in all classes of the Polish community, 
it is, as yet, nothing more definite than the instinctive 
dislike of the Sclav for the Semite, not because he is 
dangerous, politically or economically, not because he lives 
on usury, but because he is a Semite, because he talks 
through his nose, and talks Yiddish, is difficult to throw 
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off, is half a toad-eater and half arrogant, because he has 
a hooked nose and a high colour, because he wears a 
halat and his wife wears a wig. This anti-Semitism 
does not prevent its possessor from dealing with Jewish 
tradesmen, borrowing Jewish gold or employing Jewish 
labour. It is content to make use of the object of its 
hatred even for the object’s own gain. But it goes no 
further. It will not admita feeling of sympathy between 
the two contracting parties, it prompts the contempt 
with which the Pole regards his factor, not because he is 
a factor, but because he is a Jew. It prevents the 
Polish lounger from helping the Jewish drayman to pull 
his cart-wheels out of the snow. It causes the Polish 
school-boy to call the blots which disfigure his copy-book 
“ Jews,” and the peasant to call the teazels by the same 
name, because they cling to his clothes and are difficult 
to dislodge. It is, too, though slightly accentuated, the 
same instinct which prevents a Pole from marrying a 
Jewess, or a Polish girl from wedding a man who has a 
Jewish name, and which closes the doors of many Polish 
houses to the Jews. 

But there are times when this sentiment takes a more 
serious form, when the Polish masses, inspired either by 
fanaticism or a sense of wrong, assume a threatening 
attitude towards the children of the ghetto, who then 
feel that Poland, like Russia, may become the scene of 
terrible massacres. Such a case occurred in the autumn 
of the year 1905 when the imperial manifesto of October 
17th promised constitutional right to the Tsar’s subjects. 
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The event was celebrated in all the Polish towns by 
processions, for the Poles are addicted to illusions, and it 
seemed to them that the promise of the Tsar would bring 
about a political paradise at once. The least respectable 
portion of the population preferred to follow red banners 
and even old red petticoats carried by the Bund and other 
revolutionary parties, shouting out “Down with Tsardom” 
“Down with Poland!” “ Down with the Church !” down 
with everything in short but anarchy; the more 
respectable, however, gathered in front of the churches, 
singing patriotic hymns and returning thanks for the 
constitution the Tsar had promised them. Before long 
it became evident that whilst the Polish element flocked 
to the patriotic processions, the Jewish element prevailed 
amongst the red banners and rags. In short, a kind of 
rivalry sprang up, and when the patriotic population of 
the city decided to organise a solemn procession of its 
own upon the following Sunday, the hooligans who had 
howled themselves hoarse over the « Red Standard” 
expressed their intention of preventing others from sing- 
ing “God save Poland.” But the national procession 
was organised so carefully that all attempts to disturb 
the order of the main body were abandoned. The 
ruffians among whom, spectators affirm, Jews predomin- 
ated, therefore turned their attention to the branch 
processions; and when one left the church on the outskirts 
of the town, they threw mud, stones and other missiles 
at the cross and the priests, One of the crosses was 
struck, and a young Israelite, incensed at the remon- 
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strances of a man who carried it, shot him. The 
indignation of those in the procession was unspeakable. 
The priests had the greatest difficulty in preventing a 
free fight, and, when the day’s ceremony was over and 
the news of the outrage had spread through the town, 
black looks and threats passed from man to man in the 
poorer quarter and warned the Jews that public opinion 
was very much against them. Their anxiety was 
increased by the fact that Jewish massacres were 
disgracing several towns in Russia. The acrimony with 
which the revolutionary parties, taking advantage of the 
temporary freedom of speech accorded by the Manifesto, 
had attacked Church and fatherland during the past 
few days, only increased the feeling of hostility to the 
Jews, who, rightly or wrongly, have the reputation of 
leading these parties. All this caused the quieter portion 
of the population to fear that another outrage, similar 
in character to the one just recorded, would induce the 
Polish masses to follow the example given in Odessa and 
Kieff and rise against the Jews. Their apprehensions 
were heightened by the conviction that the Russian 
authorities would gladly welcome a massacre in “ cultured” 
Poland; they therefore used every effort to avert such 
a disaster and to keep the national record for toleration 
at all costs. In the churches the priests mounted the 
pulpits twice and thrice daily to preach against the evils 
of racial hatred and the necessity for Christian love and 
forbearance. In the squares and open spaces laymen 
addressed little groups, urging them, for Polish honour, 
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not to allow the passion of the masses to get the upper 
hand. Pamphlets and proclamations, bearing the same 
message, called upon the people to refrain from following 
the example of barbarous Russia and refuse to play into 
the hands of a hostile government. Householders, fearful 
lest the mysterious “black hundred,” the crowds of 
hooligans whom Russian misrule had allowed to increase 
and multiply in the slums of the city, would, incited by 
the Russian authorities, commence the massacre and set 
fire to the anti-Semitism of the people, organised self- 
defence parties which, armed with the best weapons they 
could obtain, kept watch by night in the large covered 
gateways of the houses. Excitement ran high. In spite 
of the universal strike which had cut off all the ordinary 
means of communication with the rest of the Empire, 
vague and alarming reports came from Russia. The air 
was heavy with massacre and disaster, and no man knew 
what the hour would bring forth. It is in such times 
that a little incident, a mere trifle, is fraught with giant 
Consequences. or all Warsaw knew, the government in 
St. Petersburg might be overthrown, and the only 
machinery, bad as it was, which kept the joints of the 
communal life together, be destroyed. People could not 
sleep at night. The least noise in the silent courtyards, 
the echoes of a domestic difference, the shouts of startled 
slumberers aroused a panic, when people Sprang from 
their beds and opened the windows to see if the “black 
hundred” had not begun to massacre the Jews, And if 
fear and excitement prevailed in the Polish quarters, 
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what is to be said of the Jewish, where men dared not 
venture out by day and sat huddled together at night, 
trembling at every passing footfall, thinking that each 
patrol was a murderous band, come to butcher the men, 
violate the women and sack the shops and houses. In 
several instances the Jewish defence groups, maddened 
into anxiety, rushed into the streets upon hearing the 
sound of measured footsteps and attacked the military 
patrols, a mistake which resulted in an order to disarm 
and disband all Jewish defence parties and to arrest the 
members. 

They would have fled to Austria and Germany if 
escape had been possible, but all communication was cut 
off. One Jew, impressed with the powers of the British 
Government, went to the British Consulate and demanded 
protection in the form of a steamer to convey him and 
his family to Dantzig. The same idea of British prestige 
caused quite a demand for the “Union Jack.” A few 
rich Hebrews, the envied possessors of motor-cars, 
escaped from what they thought was certain death. The 
rest sat at home and awaited their fate. This tension 
lasted for several days; but as night after night passed 
and the “ black hundred,” the bogey of Pole and Hebrew, 
did not appear, the excitement calmed. The Jews 
began to venture about the streets, the Polish self- 
defence groups were dismissed, and the crisis passed, 
But for weeks afterwards the thought of massacre 
haunted the inhabitants of the ghettoes. 
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The following incidents, the first of which occurred in 
Warsaw shortly before the feast of Passover (1906) 
will give the reader some idea of the scenes which occur 
from time to time in the Polish towns to disturb the 
amicable relations which, in spite of the anti-Semitic 
undercurrent, generally exist between the Polish and 
Jewish masses, permitting them to work side by side 
in the factories without showing any signs of racial 
antagonism. 

One evening a little Polish girl entered a Jewish 
shop and begged for a piece of maca (passover-cake), 
Rosenzweig, the Jew who owned the shop, gave her 
some and she went away. But the maca pleased her so 
much that she came back for a second helping, and 
when she returned for the third time, Rosenzweig, 
anxious to get rid of the child, swung her up in the air 
and playfully theatened to put her in a barrel which 
stood near, if she came again. A passer-by heard the 
child scream and, upon glancing in and seeing her swung 
up in'the air, immediately raised the alarm that “the 
Jews want the child’s blood to mix their maca.” This 
signal has never failed to bring a crowd in a Polish 
town, and a moment later a very angry one had collected 
round the shop, Rosenzweig, thoroughly frightened, 
locked the door and hid himself behind some lumber. 
The crowd broke the windows and was looking for the 
hapless joker when a passing patrol arrested the pro- 
ceedings by enquiring into the cause of the excitement. 
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The soldiers found Rosenzweig, pulled him from his 
hiding-place, and took him to the police-station accom- 
panied by the crowd whom the patrol could scarcely 
keep away from the object of their anger. After giving 
his version of the affair, Rosenzweig was set at liberty 
and told to go home. It took him all his Hebrew 
ingenuity to take him there, for the crowd followed him 
all the way ; and not a moment passed but he had to dodge 
a blow or a piece of mud aimed at his trembling figure. 
The little Polish girl cost him dear, for he dared not 
open his shop until three or four days afterwards, 

Not long afterwards a very similar incident occurred in 
the town of Lomza. A Polish workman took his ten- 
year-old son out shopping, and went into a Jewish shop for 
some yeast. The Jew could not find it at first—these 
little shops are not models of tidiness—so the workman 
told his son to wait for the yeast while he went on to 
make some more purchases, as it was Friday afternoon 
and the Sabbath was approaching. On his return, the 
yeast was there but the boy had disappeared, He 
angrily asked the Jew what had become of the child. 
The Jew as angrily answered that he knew nothing 
about him. Their loud voices attracted a few loungers 
who said something about Christian blood and Jewish 
passover-cakes. The words spread through the street 
like wild-fire, and the consequence would have been 
disastrous for the Jew had not the boy turned up 


amongst those who ran to see what new piece of excite- 
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ment was afoot. He paid for the misunderstanding he 
had caused with a sound whipping. 

These two incidents show that the old conviction that 
the Jews are ready to murder Christian children for 
ritualistic purposes still prevails among the Polish 
masses, in spite of the efforts of the clergy to eradicate 
it. It is as firmly rooted in their minds as the belief that 
to dream of a Jewess is unlucky, or that all Jews are 
subject to a loathsome disease akin to mange which will 
show itself even in the offspring of mixed marriages. 

Nevertheless, there have been no serious anti-Semitic 
demonstrations in Poland since the year 1880, when the 
Jews in Warsaw were the victims of a good deal of 
horseplay. But the scenes then’ enacted were of very 
different character from those which occurred in Russia 
as recently as the year 1906. 

After the barbarous pogrom which took place on 
Corpus Christi day (1906) at Bialystok, some attempts 
were made to provoke a similar massacre in Warsaw. 
Proclamations were posted on the houses at street 
corners calling upon the populace to stamp out once and 
for all that “‘ parasitic, grasping and useless Jewish race ” 
from among them. But the indignant passers-by tore 
them down, and the Social Democrats and Polish Party 
of Socialists replaced them by others. The Social 


1 No blood was shed; the crowds contented themselves with 
breaking the furniture and splitting up the feather beds in the 
ghetto, 
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Democrats, after stating in very plain language that the 
Russian Government had provoked the horrors of 
Bialystok, continued :— . 

“In Bialystok the Jewish proletariat is very numerous: 
thousands of Jews work in the factories there—they 
fight side by side with Christians there for political 
freedom and a better existence, The minions of Tsardom 
have long plotted to bring these brethren to kill one 
another. Their provocations failed, for the revolutionary 
parties exposed their shameful plans and made them 
useless. But at last a bomb has served their purpose, 
and the Tsar’s hooligans waited in crowds for the signal 
to begin their hellish work, aided by the Tsar’s soldiers, 
who fired into the houses and let off volleys at the Jews 
as they escaped from the hooligans.” Of course the 
author of the proclamation seizes the opportunity of 
preaching the ceaseless sermon of the revolutionary. He 
says—“This new crime of the Tsar cries out for 
vengeance. These rivers of innocent blood cry out that 
life is unbearable until the Monster called Tsardom is 
strangled, until the knife and the sword are wrenched 
from the hands of the criminals,” 

Then capitalism is dragged in :— 

“But there is yet another criminal, and that is 
capitalism, which has grown to monstrous proportions 
under the protection of Tsardom. Bialystok is its nest. 
For long years the capitalistic leeches have sucked the 
blood of the working man. To the struggle! Comrades 
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and workmen! ‘To the struggle with hideous Tsardom ! 
To the struggle with capitalism, the source of all curses.” 
It is only at the end of the proclamation that the 
proletariat is abjured to shoot down the first hooligan who 
looks like provoking a pogrom. 

The Polish Party of Socialists distributed over a 
hundred thousand proclamations calling upon their 
comrades to deal shortly with the provocators. But 
those they posted on some of the houses in Warsaw 
deserve the prize in a proclamation competition. After 
laying stress on the fact that the government had 
provoked the massacre in Bialystok and the soldiers 
rivaled the hooligans in torturing their victims by 
cutting off their hands, legs, noses and ears, it went on 
to say that, for all the party cared, the rich Warsaw Jews 
might look after themselves. What the Socialists meant 
to protect was the Jewish proletariat. Why? Not 
because the Jewish proletariat is composed of human 
beings, of men and women with a right to enjoy as full 
a measure of safety and protection as anybody else, not 
because a Jewish massacre would shame Poland in the 
eyes of the world; but because the Jewish proletariat 
was the most revolutionary element in the country, and 
the Polish Party of Socialists needed that element to help 
them to carry out their political programme. But the 
scenes which disgraced Bialystok on Corpus Christi day 
aroused the indignation of the Poles, both in that town 
and throughout the Empire. It was therefore with thinly 
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veiled satisfaction that they repeated the following 
sequel to the pogrom. 

In the Szosova, in Bialystok, lives a certain Pop (an 
Orthodox priest) who took part in the procession on the 
fatal day and was seen mixing with the crowd during 
the looting which accompanied the massacre. A day or 
two later some of the richer Jewish merchants, whose 
shops had been looted, sent a deputation to the Pop to 
say that they had excellent reason to believe that some 
looted treasure was concealed in his cupboards. The Pop 
indignantly denied the charge and refused to open his 
cupboards. The deputation went away and returned 
with policemen, and after some delay the cupboards were 
opened and revealed looted goods to the value of 5,000 
roubles to the astonished gaze of the police inspector 
and the discomfiture of the Pop. 

Elated with this success, the deputation next called 
upon a Russian in the civil service. In his cupboards 
they found wares which had lately been in their shops 
and included 3,000 roubles’ worth of watches, jewellery 
and silver. The police took possession of the treasure, 
and unwillingly penned protokols in which the names of 
two locally prominent Russians figured not as accusers 
but as accused. 

There is yet one form of anti-Semitism to be found 
amongst baptised Jews. These neophytes often have a 
bitter dislike for the race from which they sprang, and 
lose no opportunity of holding up those who still adhere 
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to the faith they have so recently left to derision. This 
kind of anti-Semitism, which is totally different from 
the goodnatured contempt of the Pole—has given rise 
to a popular saying that no man is as anti-Semitic as a 
Jew. It affords much amusement and no little wonder 
to the Polish element to hear a man, whose father 
frequented the synagogue and wore a halat, talk con- 
temptuously of “those mangey Jews” or gleefully point 
out the Semitic features on his cousin’s face, quite forget- 
ful of the fact that his own are of the Hebrew type and 
that his very speech betrays him as a descendant of the 
ghetto. 

Such is the anti-Semitism we meet in Poland: like the 
people from whom it comes, it is lacking in energy and 
aim. Like people from whom it comes it is regulated 
by a certain sense of national pride, ready, when the 


moment and the need arrive, to exercise its power or 


court its passions. It is far removed from the anti- 


-Semitism of the Russian as it is from the toleration of 


the Saxon. But it exists, and, what is more, exists in 


the hearts of the Poles in a more definite form to-day 
than it did five years ago. 


Which side was the more to blame at the beginning 
when the two races first lived side by side, it is difficult 
to say. But to the mere observer it appears that there 
has been a good deal to forgive on both sides; and to-day, 
at any rate, the Jews are as anti-Polish as the Poles are 


Anti-Semitic. They do not want to assimilate, they do 
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not want to blend their interests with the interests of 
the rest of the community. They are striving to assert 
their national individuality, to live their own lives and 
attain their own ends, all three of which are as far 
removed from Sclavonic ideals as the twilight from 
dawn, as night from day. These tendencies have found 
expression in the Bund. 


CHAPTER V 


POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS (continued)—THE BUND— 
OTHER REVOLUTIONARY PARTIES 


THe Bunp 


To the reader whom chance or business may bring to 
Warsaw, a visit to the Jewish quarter of the city on a 
Saturday afternoon will not be without interest. When 
he has passed the “Government” quarter, leaving the 
stately houses in the Miodova, where Russian officials 
are quartered in the confiscated palaces of Polish mag- 
nates, he will find himself in narrow streets paved with 
cobble stones or not paved at all, where the dreary, 
defaced houses echo the silence of the Jewish Sabbath. 
Here the roads are for the most part deserted, for the 
inhabitants have gone to walk in the distant avenues, 
and stare with the curiosity of their race at the uniforms 
of the Russian officers or the toilettes of the Polish 
dames. But by crossing the main thoroughfare of the 
ghetto and turning to the smaller ones on the left, he 
will reach the Dzika! and be struck by the changed 
aspect of the street, which is crowded. Jews and 


1 Wild. 
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Jewesses are walking up and down in groups of two 
or three, talking earnestly in Yiddish. Not a Sclavonian 
feature is to be seen, not a Polish accent heard. The 
stranger who goes there is met with significant looks, 
and the little crowds which have gathered in the road 
and on the pavement dissolve almost imperceptibly as 
he approaches them. Here there are none of the shrill 
cries of the ghetto. The tones are subdued though 
earnest ; only the gestures of the speaker betray the 
excitement of the moment. And excitement there 
undoubtedly is. One feels it in the air akin to that 
indescribably nervous tension which prevails in a town 
in times of revolution when the monotony of months is 
about to be varied by some exciting outbreak. Turn 
into the street upon the left—it is called the Mila 1— 
here the houses are more squalid and the groups thicker. 
Somebody is holding forth to a large gathering by the 
cheder, a shaky wooden house, the windows of which 
are shuttered and padlocked in a way which makes one 
wonder who has put so much metal to protect wood 
which a strong fist could shatter. A frowsy woman is 
leaning out of an attic, listening intently. The stranger 
draws near. The crowd is too interested to observe him. 
This time the speaker is a young woman, evidently 
married, for she wears the hideous wig, prescribed by 
Talmudic law. She is angrily talking to a man who 
has a better-dressed and more-recently-washed appear- 
ance than the rest. His features are J ewish, but he has 


1 Pleasant. 
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discarded the halat and peaked cap. The stranger is 
soon observed and passes on, followed by hostile glances 
and muttered remarks. He comes upon more groups, 
some smaller, others bigger; but two things are to be 
remarked in all—first, that the speaker is invariably 
a man of better appearance than his hearers, a Jew, 
but wearing European clothes; and second, that neither 
in orators nor crowds are there men or women much 
over thirty years of age. Many of them are mere boys 
and girls, pale, sickly, and stunted. Glance at the 
houses where they have been bred. It is a warm day ; 
the elder people with the young children are on the 
balconies. The windows are open, disclosing sordid 
rooms from which the sickening odour of filth and 
garlic, the characteristic smell of the ghetto, comes. 
One turns with relief to the street, where the groups 
have again changed. Somebody has distributed a pro- 
clamation. If the visitor can escape the vigilance of 
the Jews and get near enough to glance at one, he will 
find that they are small scraps of paper printed in 
Yiddish ; they too disappear behind the halats. It is 
nearly half-past four. The groups increase. The mur- 
mur of suppressed voices fills the air. Here and there 
an excited orator raises his voice to a shrill cry to 
immediately lower it to a whisper. The crowd by the 
cheder has dissolved, and a large one gathered on the 
opposite side of the way. Now the street is so full that 
it is possible to pass through the groups without attract- 
ing attention. One red-haired Jew with a face scarred 
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by disease, and a long, ragged beard, a little older than 
his companions, is evidently waging war with a young 
man in European dress. But the rest of the group 
hustle him away, and, still talking angrily, he dis- 
appears into the doorway of a neighbouring house. A 
few yards further on, a group of young girls employed 
in an artificial flower factory—to judge by their head- 
gear—are listening to a youth with a black slouched hat 
and a dark handkerchief drawn high under his chin. 
The air is too heavy to be borne. The stranger turns 
into the Dzika, where the crowds are thinner, and thence 
into the silence of the neighbouring streets. He has 
witnessed a meeting of the so-called “workman’s ex- 
change,” where agitators hold forth on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays to the Jewish proletariat. Here strikes are 
organised, meetings planned, proclamations distributed, 
and the conditions of the factory hands discussed. Here 
new converts are made to the ghetto-revival and old 
ones given their work. Here a whispered word means a 
death sentence to an unpopular policeman or a bomb for 
a government official. Here the revolution gathers its 
adherents, passes the news of to-day, the plans for to- 
morrow, points out the line of action to be pursued with 
this master or that employer, the delinquents to be 
pardoned, the lives to be sacrificed. Here is the 
political school of the ghetto, where boys and girls 
learn the power of the revolver and the use of the 
bomb. Here all the revolutionary propaganda and 
business takes place in broad daylight and in the 
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middle of the street. Within a stone’s throw the trams 
pass to and from the centre of the town, and the ram- 
parts of the fortress rise above the flatness of the fields. 
At the very street corners sentries are posted, and yet, 
when the rigour of martial law was at its strongest and 
people were searched in the streets, the workman’s 
exchange managed to exist. Patrols pushed their way 
through the throng, but there was always a moment for 
a whispered word or a rapid order. Policemen carefully 
avoid the spot, and little wonder, for Jewish enterprise 
has armed its proletariat, and it would be courting death 
to show the black and orange uniform of the force in 
that thoroughfare. For the agitator it is a most con- 
venient place. No ordinary intruder can understand 
what is going on. The meetings do away with the 
need of a great deal of writing. The Jews, ever ad- 
dicted to doing their business in the open air, go there 
readily. Orators are always sure of an audience. Many 
a factory hand, who would not run the risk of attending 
an indoor meeting, goes there to hear what new actions 
are afoot. Here, too, gather those birds of prey, the 
callous products of revolution and minions of anarchy, 
who will murder a man for a song or the mere pleasure 
of the deed; the men who will set fire to a spirit shop 
for the sake of the vodka, and kill a policeman for the 
sake of a revolver wherewith to perpetrate other acts of 
violence. Here, in a word, is the quarry of the Socialist 
agitator, who thinks to carve the road to a political 
Utopia through the bodies of his fellow-creatures, the 
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happy hunting-ground for the All-J ewish Labour League 
of Russia, Lithuania and Poland, popularly known as 
the “ Bund.” 

The Bund came to Poland from Lithuania in the year 
1900. The soil was well prepared to receive it, for 
signs of a political revival, engendered by the desire 
to assert Jewish nationalism, had already made their 
appearance. Its programme includes the overthrow of 
Tsardom and the establishment of a democratic govern- 
ment; the convocation of a national assembly based 
upon universal direct and secret voting; amnesty for 
all political prisoners, the abolition of capital punish- 
ment, the nationalisation of the land, etc., ete. So far this 
programme is identical with that of another revolution- 
ary party, the Social Democratic League. But there ig 
a clause dealing with the Jewish question. The Bund 
strives to establish a central autonomy for the children 
of the ghetto, to remove the civil disabilities which 
oppress them and to give them the same rights as the 
rest of the community. It does not aim at assimilating 
them with the Polish community. True, if a Jewish 
workman wishes to learn Polish in order to enable him 
to compete with a Polish rival, the intellectual members 
of the party, those whose education has caused them to 
absorb a certain amount of Polish culture, will help 
him by lessons to obtain this end. Incidentally, too, 
the Bund tends to draw the Jewish proletariat away 
from the superstitions of Judea; a man who believes 
in the precepts of modern Socialism can scarcely retain 
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all his respect for Talmudic and Rabbinistic lore. But 
at the same time the Bund does not laugh at Yiddish, 
far from it; it does all in its power by translatin g 
Socialistic literature to raise its cultural and political 
value. It publishes Yiddish pamphlets from English, 
French and German originals, establishes Socialist news- 
papers which tell the Jew, who would not hear of it 
otherwise, how the working classes live in other lands; 
tell him of trades-unions and libraries, of reading- 
rooms and lectures, of free medical advice and short 
working hours. Instead of preaching, like the Sionists, 
the necessity of emigration to the Land of Promise, it 
says, “Stay where you are and work out your own 
salvation. When autocracy falls, we shall have a vast 
amount of political influence. The Jew will no longer 
be the Pariah of society: he will be able to assert his 
own individuality. Keep to your Yiddish. Let the 
Poles and half-assimilated Jews sneer at the jargon, 
calling it the tongue of the Talmud and of darkness, 
we will make it the means of your intellectual develop- 
ment and of your political freedom. Read our books 
and papers written in your mother tongue, and you will 
learn of things which have passed and are passing in 
the outside world without losing your individuality or 
sacrificing one jot of your racial pride. You will learn 
of despotism overthrown by the masses, of revolutions 
achieved and proletariats victorious. Join us and we 
will do the rest.” The immediate goal of the Bundist 
is the overthrow of the Tsardom. He employs two 
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general means towards that end—strikes and the con- 
version of the Tsar’s military and naval forces to the 
tenets of Socialism. 


STRIKES 


Strikes as organised by the Bund are of two kinds— 
isolated and universal. Isolated strikes are always oc- 
curring, and are frequently organised in conjunction 
with the Polish Party of Socialists and the Social 
Democratic League. One month there will be a strike 
of bakers, when those who are caught baking bread are 
punished by having naphtha mixed with their dough. 
When the journeymen bakers have wrung some new 
concessions from their masters, the butchers will under- 
go the same process, with the same ruination of the 
meat. Then the attention of the agitators will be 
directed towards the master tailors. In the spring of 
1906, when people who had spent the winter abroad to 
escape the consequences of the prevailing anarchy, re- 
turned to Poland and the master tailors were besieged 
with orders from the Polish shops, their journeymen 
went on strike, presenting them with the following 
conditions drawn up by the Bund, the Social Democrats, 
and the Polish Party of Socialists :-— 

(1) Home work must be abolished and work-rooms 
provided by the masters. 

(2) The masters are not to employ hands without the 
consent of the (strikes) committee. 
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(3) Payment by the piece is to be abolished. 

(4) A 9-hours’ working day is to be established. 

(5) Independent hands to be paid at least three roubles 
per day, and assistants one rouble. 

(6) When work is slack to cut down the working days 
for all alike: not to dismiss the bad workers and keep 
the good ones. 

(7) To have hygienic work-rooms. 

(8) Not to dismiss for strikes. 

(9) To pay for time lost during strikes. 

At first the master tailors refused to accept such con- 
ditions, affirming that they were not in a position to 
pay two roubles a day, let alone concede to the other 
demands. Many preferred to raise the price of their 
own produce, and accepted clauses 3, 4, 5 and 6, reject- 
ing the others. It is impossible for a tailor who takes 
work from some shop and has to live in one room with 
his family to open a work-room for the convenience of 
his men, and equally impossible for him to pay for 
“strike time” when he himself is brought to the verge 
of starvation with every lock-out. As to consenting to 
consult the wishes of “delegates” before dismissing a 
refractory hand or employing a new one, many masters 
expressed their opinion that it was better to give up 
business altogether and live the best way they could 
rather than submit to the terrorism of their men. When 
it became apparent that the masters did not intend to 
give in, bands of strikers entered their rooms and spoilt 
the materials by cutting them up into small pieces, or, 
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when there was too much for that, pouring vitriol and 
naphtha over them. These agitators are always armed 
with revolvers, which they do not hesitate to use as soon 
as they meet with resistance. The following instance is 
a fair example of the way in which those whom the police 
arrest are avenged by their comrades. A master boot- 
maker had called in the assistance of the police when 
his men entered his house and ruined ten pounds’ worth 
of leather by cutting some of it into small pieces and 
pouring iodoform over the rest. The men were arrested, 
but the next morning two of their friends entered the 
master’s rooms and fired several shots from their revol- 
vers. The master, though wounded, strove to save 
himself by jumping out of the window into the court- 
yard, where he fell, exhausted by loss of blood. The 
sight of their victim, writhing in the agony of death, 
instead of moving the ruffians to pity, only served to 
enrage them the more. They both stood at the open 
window and fired shot after shot at their unfortunate 
master until their bullets were exhausted, when they 
left the house as coolly as they had entered it. This 
kind of crime has grown too common in Poland to 
excite any wonder. Men are murdered in broad day- 
light in their own houses, surrounded by their wives 
and children, because they must earn bread for them- 
selves and families and cannot afford to accede to the 
extravagant demands of those who pull the strings of 
the revolutionary movement. Very often the workmen 


themselves are not anxious to strike, but the agitators 
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find means of compelling them to do so. In several 
Jewish mills in Lodz, when the men said they were satis- 
fied with the wages, the agitators removed indispensable 
parts of the machinery, thus forcing a lock-out. 

The butchers’ strike (June 1906) in Lodz led to 
fighting in the streets. The butchers, finding it im- 
possible to accede to their employés new demands 
without raising the price of meat, did so. The result 
was that the working classes, who could not afford to 
pay a high price when times were so bad, boycotted the 
butchers’ shops. Crowds, headed by women, fell upon 
people as they returned from marketing, ransacked their 
baskets and poured naphtha upon all the meat they 
found. Those who had spent their money upon beef and 
mutton naturally objected to this procedure and both 
sides fought lustily. When the patrols interfered they 
were fired upon. Some butchers shut their shops, others 
paid for their temerity by losing their meat, which was 
ruined by the inevitable naphtha or iodoform; a few 
were guarded by the military, though these last generally 
saw their shop windows broken before many days had 
passed. One evening a large crowd began to storm the 
shops of the less popular butchers: when the military 
arrived, the crowd fired at them. In many cases 
prisoners arrested during similar disturbances are let off 
after a day or two, as the prisons cannot afford accom- 
modation for the hundreds that are taken there. 

These small and intermittent strikes serve two purposes. 
They gain adherents in a large class of men who have 
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no objection to being paid for “ strike time ” and working 
under improved conditions, and they give the men an 
opportunity of becoming accustomed to the idea of 
frequent lock-outs, so that the masses, remembering past 
benefits, are ready to fall in with the plans of the Strikes 
Committee and take part in an universal lock-out when 
the opportunity occurs. 

A young Jewish agitator—a member of one of the 
Bund committees—frequented the dyeing-sheds of a large 
carpet factory at Warsaw, holding meetings during the 
dinner hour and inciting the men to strike for higher 
wages and the dismissal of some foremen, who were to 
be replaced by those of their own choice. 

The owner of the factory sent for the agitator at last 
and asked him how much he earned. 

“Thirty roubles a month in an office, and I have had 
a university education,” was the reply. 

“Do you know,” the manufacturer asked, “that each 
of the men you are persuading to strike earns at least 
twice as much as you?” and he showed the books to 
verify his statement. 

“T don’t doubt it,” said the agitator. “It is nothing 
to us how much you pay your men; we don’t care a jot 
if they are happy or not. We want to organise another 
universal strike. It is the only way of doing it.”! 

These dinner-hour meetings have become such a feature 
of the Polish factories and workshops that no employer 
ventures to raise any objection to them. 


1 This conversation took place in June 1906. 


164 THE POLISH JEW 


Very often the Bund, the Social Democrats and the 
Polish Party of Socialists all send delegates who do not 
agree with each other. The Bund and the Social 
Democrats are apt to join forces against the Polish 
Party of Socialists. 

During the week which ends as I am writing this 
(June 16, 1906) no less than fifty meetings of this 
kind were held in the Warsaw factories alone. Six 
thousand workmen took part in them. Only twelve 
were attended by delegates of the Polish Party of 
Socialists, the remainder being run by the Bund and 
the Social Democrats. 

When a political crisis occurs and the Bund thinks that 
the days of autocracy are numbered, it does its best to 
organise a universal strike, counting upon the economical 
ruin of the country. I suppose it will be allowed that 
that of October—November 1905 partially succeeded, 
for it half ruined the country, brought the Jewish and 
non-Jewish proletariat to the verge of starvation, and 
drove all those who had any money to spend across 
the frontier. The attempt of December 1905 was 
a complete failure, in spite of urgent proclamations 
calling upon the proletariat to join hands in one last 
struggle. (All revolutionary proclamations promise 
that the demonstration they urge will be the “last 
struggle.”) The Bundists admit to-day that the masses 
were too exhausted morally and physically with the 
efforts of the autumnal disturbances and the privations 
endured during the early part of the winter to respond to 
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the call. Those who had work were glad to keep it 
and give a part of their earnings to their less fortunate 
comrades. As it was, thousands had to beg in the 
streets, and many, impelled by hunger and unable to 
resist the temptation of obtaining by force that which 
they could not earn, used their revolvers against the rest 
of the community and went in bands to “hold up” 
shops and offices. 

Very few mills or factories were working more than 
three days a week ; the miners’ lock-out and the railway 
strike had resulted in a coal famine; the price of coal 
was exorbitant, bread dear and meat beyond the means 
of the working classes. They learnt the bitter lesson 
that an economical crisis, even when caused by strikes 
organised by ‘‘the friends of the people,” affect these 
people more than anybody else. 

Another attempt was made when the Tsar dissolved 
the Duma in July 1906, but this time the Socialists, 
who did not expect Russia’s first parliament’ to come to 
such an abrupt end, were unprepared and in want of 
funds. The date of the general strike was therefore 
postponed from week to week and finally fixed for the 
middle of August.1 

These strikes have caused many factories to be closed, 
men thrown out of work have lowered the standard 
of Polish produce and driven a large amount of trade 


1 By this time the most important leaders were either in prison 
or over the frontier ; the idea of the strike was therefore postponed 
indefinitely. 
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from the country. The total output of the Lodz 
factories alone for 1905 was worth 19,195,484 roubles, or 
1,384,665 roubles less than the preceding year. Poland’s 
best market was the Far East. She sent thousands ot 
bales of cotton and woollen goods to Charbin, Chabarovsk 
and Vladivostok. Owing to the frequent strikes, Lodz 
was not in a position to execute more than a small 
fraction of the orders received for the spring and summer 
of the present year (1906). Their warehouses were 
exhausted and the balance of the orders was placed with 
Moscow firms who had hitherto been unable to compete 
with the Polish centres. At about the same time the 
Vistula Railway Company sent their agent to Warsaw to 
contract for new uniforms. The contract covered a sum 
of £60,000, but the tailors’ strike was at its height and 
the order was placed in Russia. The same company 
required 30,000 ells of Polish linen, but the country 
could not produce so much, because the stock had been 
exhausted. How many families, who are now destitute, 
could have been supported by the money to be earned 
upon this one contract ! 

The cheap ready-made boot trade, which, as has already 
been stated, is in the hands of the Jews, has also suffered 
severely through the strikes. A large Moscow firm 
which supplied the Warsaw boot-makers with annual 
orders worth several thousand roubles, finding it im- 
possible to get them executed in Poland during the year 
1905, transferred their custom to Lithuania. A master 
boot-maker of Minsk was “bombed” for executing 
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orders for a Russian dealer who had hitherto gone to 
Poland, but the outrage failed to bring the trade back 
again. 

The shopkeepers have learned to import German 
goods. Now that the prices of home-made articles have 
gone up, the foreign ones are nearly as cheap and 
better in quality. 

Those who supply the wealthy classes with clothes find 
that the number of their customers is rapidly diminish- 
ing : anarchy reigns in their work-rooms, and the foremen 
and forewomen dare not insist upon bad work being altered 
because threatening letters would drive them from their 
situations. Too many of their class have been wounded 
or killed for disregarding such warnings. 


PROPAGANDA 


The weak point about all the revolutionary under- 
takings in Russia is the attitude of the military, who not 
only refuse to fight for the people, but, in spite of all 
efforts to organise mutinies, show a considerable amount 
of respect for their officers and a predilection for vodka, 
which invariably turns a political demonstration into 
a drunken orgy from which they awake very penitent 
and docile. Many speculations have been made by 
revolutionary philosophers upon this feature, and the 
Bundists at any rate are hopeful of curing this trait in 
the “broad-natured Russian” by organising as many 
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small mutinies as possible. Whether they will succeed 
in doing so remains to be seen, and as they themselves 
allow a term of from 5 to 7 years before expecting any 
great results, the world will probably wait a good deal 
longer before the average Russian soldier grows careful 
of anything when drunk or fails to repent of his mis- 
deeds when sober. Perhaps it is the more difficult for 
the Jews, an abstemious and careful people, to realise 
how broad the Sclavonie nature is. Should their 
officers decide to cast in their lot with the people against 
autocracy, there is little doubt that the soldiers would 
obey them. But this is not what the Bund aims at: 
the Bund wants to stir up strife between officer and 
private, and has organised a system of propaganda 
amongst the Tsar’s military and naval forces with this 
end in view. 

Propaganda is carried on (1) by Jewish factors who 
obtain entrance into all the garrisons and fortresses, 
(2) by Jews serving in the army or navy. 

It must be remembered that the Russian sailor spends 
much more of his time on land than the blue-jacket, and 
that when there he lives in barracks. Factors, therefore, 
have almost as much access to him as to the soldiers. 
From time to time he can distribute leaflets calling upon 
them not to shoot their brethren but their officers. 
There is a great amount of risk in such propaganda: for 


1 The recent mutiny in the Preobrajienski regiment was organised 
by the Jews, who served as bandsmen, The regimental bands in 
the Russian army are largely composed of Jews. 
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the Russian soldier or sailor is very anti-Semitic, and 
often denounces the agitator or arrestshim. Cases have 
occurred in which soldiers have shot them on the spot 
for distributing revolutionary proclamations in the 
barracks. It not unfrequently happens that agitators, 
after inciting the men to strike for higher pay and better 
rations, are turned out by their auditors as soon as they 
begin to talk about politics. The Jewish soldier has 
a far better chance of success. He knows the conditions 
under which his comrades live, and marks the short- 
comings of his superiors. He does not tell the raw 
recruit—and this class forms the hope of the revolu- 
tionary propagandist—that the Tsar is a bad ruler, a 
despot, a man who ought not to be obeyed, who orders 
brother to fire upon brother and son upon father. He 
knows that the average soldier has a vague but reverent 
idea of his Imperial master. He does not always even 
tell him to turn against the colonel of the regiment, 
who is an awful and mysterious personage, with un- 
bounded authority. The Jewish soldier tells his comrade 
to mutiny against the subaltern officer who makes 
money on his rations, swears at his awkwardness and 
marches out into the streets with him when disturbances 
are afoot. This appeals to him because he knows every 
tone of his subaltern’s voice and is probably familiar 
with the touch of his fist when applied in anger upon 
his body. The soldier will therefore listen to a comrade 
better than to a factor. Often he will argue that as 
the man is a Jew he cannot be giving him good advice : 
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but though a Jew he is a comrade, and therefore 
deserving of some sort of consideration. Not long ago 
I was talking to a prominent Bundist about the Russian 
soldier, and said that neither they nor any other revolu- 
tionary parties had yet succeeded in organising a mutiny 
which has proved really dangerous to the Government. 
While admitting the truth of my remark, he said that even 
in Poland, where the soldier was especially hostile to the 
civil population, and where his natural antipathy was 
sharpened by long hours of patrol and sentry duty, 
insubordination in the army was on the increase. Of 
course the military authorities deny this, and it is very 
difficult to get at the truth because they have an 
excellent way of keeping their domestic troubles to 
themselves. But if the nature of sentences passed 
upon men accused of propagating revolutionary doctrines 
in the army is in proportion to the apprehension with 
which they are regarded, the courts-martial evidently 
look upon such men as dangerous. Here are two 
instances, one concerning a Jew, the other a Russian. 
A., a Jew, and B., a Russian, both soldiers belonging 
to the fortress of Warsaw, were brought up before the 
court-martial of the fortress upon a charge of propa- 
gating revolutionary ideas amongst their comrades. 
The Jew was arrested upon the evidence of a soldier 
from another regiment, who said he had heard him tell 
| his comrades that it was murderous to shoot down one’s 
own brothers, and that the officers who gave such an 
order should be shot by their own men. The witness, 
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who happened to be doing patrol duty in the town, was 
not present at the trial, and his written statement was 
taken as evidence. The Jew was sentenced to exile in 
Siberia for life. 

B., a fair-haired, open-faced Russian, was a man of 
greater intelligence than most of his class. He used to 
read literature with which the officers, let alone the men, 
in a Russian regiment are rarely familiar, translations 
of John Stuart Mill’s books, Spencer’s Education, etc. 
He was heard to observe that the autocratic form of 
government was bad, and that the time was not far 
distant when Russia would exchange it for a constitutional 
one. When arrested he refused to accept the services 
of a lawyer, which are allowed to those who desire 
them. The barrister who defended the Jew was taken 
into the Russian’s cell, and explained that though it was 
not possible for him to be acquitted from the charge, 
legal advice might do some good. “I want no legal 
advice,” the soldier replied. “In Japan the soldiers are 
encouraged to read and think for themselves. The 
Russian government wants cattle, and not men; that is 
why it is falling to pieces.” He was exiled to Siberia 
for life. 

An escape was effected in June last from one of the 
large prisons, which points to the possibility of connivance 


1 Towards the autumn of 1906 there has been a marked tendency 
towards giving shorter sentences for revolutionary propaganda 
This is owing to the terrorism and the assassinations of military 
men known for their severity when sitting on courts-martial. 


172 THE POLISH JEW 


on the part of the sentries. 8S, a Jew and civilian, was 


arrested upon a charge of distributing revolutionary 
literature. Pending his trial he was sent to the criminal 
prison, and whilst in the exercise yard with other 
prisoners the latter helped him to escape by hoisting 
him over the wall. This was in the presence of armed 
sentries who always escorted the prisoners. 

Revolutionary propaganda amongst civilians is much 
less severely punished. I have records before me of 
trials in which men accused thereof are sentenced to 
from three to twelve months’ imprisonment and two 
years’ exile beyond the Russian frontiers. 

But the Bund is not forgetful of the benefits of 
propaganda at home. The reader has seen how in large 
towns like Warsaw a great deal is done in the streets 
by means of the “ workmen’s exchange.” The agitators 
also enter the factories where Jews are employed and 
speak to them in the dinner hour. The work is easy in 
the large manufacturing centres, where practically the 
whole of the Jewish proletariat belong tothe Bund. In 
the smaller towns and Jewish settlements its propaganda 
is making steady headway. Branch committees are 
formed, consisting sometimes of no more than one or 
two members, who work among the people, lending 
Yiddish pamphlets and newspapers, and holding meetings 
in which the speakers do their best to persuade the Jewish 
masses that they are slaves to the Poles, and the only 
way in which they can become free is to join the Bund. 

The propaganda of the Bund amongst the Jewish 
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bourgeoisie has not yet met with any very promising 
results, although the children of the small shop-keeping 
class are very often members of one of the Socialistic 
parties. 

Generally speaking, its activity is confined to the 
younger generation of the Jewish proletariat ; though its 
ranks are not, like those of the Social-Sionists, filled by 
mere boys and girls, men of middle age are rarely to 
be met with. The fact is that the two generations are 
not in a position to understand one another. The 
parents—men who have either partially assimilated with 
the Polish community, as the Jewish intellectuals, or 
clung to the prejudice of the synagogue, as the masses— 
do not understand the revival which has manifested 
itself so conspicuously during the past five years. The 
children retort that their fathers were young in different 
times, and that the wave of revolution which is sweeping 
over Russia is the only hope for the civil emancipation 
of the Jews. This thought is the keynote to all the 
Bund’s propaganda, and has appealed not only to the 
youth of the ghetto but to many Israelites who have 
been reared outside its walls. 


THE ARMING OF THE BUND 


But the Bund is not content with persuading the 
soldier to fight for the proletariat; it has taught the 
proletariat to fight against the soldier so long as he 
refuses to listen to its call and rise against autocracy. 
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The leaders of the movement soon realised that the 
physical cowardice which characterises the Polish Jew 
was a great drawback to the success of an enterprise 
which required courage and daring. “A defenceless 
man,” they argued, “ cannot confront an armed soldier.” 
So they promptly organised what they call “fighting 
groups,” consisting of armed men who stand on the 
outskirts of such gatherings as the “ workmen’s ex- 
change,” and protect those who are not armed from the 
attacks of passing patrols. At the same time it en- 
courages all open-air gatherings ag tending to accustom 
the Jewish proletariat to danger and the use of firearms. 
This systematic arming was first introduced by the Bund, 
and upon the Bund the responsibility of placing firearms 
in the hands of the proletariat rests. Wherever their 
organisation has established a sub-committee, in every 
factory and workshop into which it has gained an en- 
trance, its adherents are supplied with revolvers of the 
Browning system, and taught how to use them. Those 
who can afford to pay are supposed to do so, but the 
poorer ones receive them for nothing. The Patriots of 
the National Democrat League bought their first stock 
of revolvers from the Jewish organisation. Nearly all the 
revolvers in the possession of the Bund—and the sum 
total amounts to several thousands—were brought into 
the country without the knowledge of the customs 
authorities. The rest, a far smaller number, were stolen, 
The Jews have ever been the smugglers in Poland. 
From time immemorial they have brought things over 
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the frontier without contributing to the revenue. There 
is nothing, from a French clock to a forbidden news- 
paper, that they will not produce at prices which—to 
use a commercial expression—compare favourably with 
those of home-made goods. 

Hundreds of Jews earn a living in this way, passing 
their time about the frontier stations of Poland-Austria- 
Germany. But the wealth of more than one respected 
and prosperous Jewish firm has been built up by a 
system of smuggling. Let us take the instance of 
Messrs. A. and B., pianoforte and musical instrument 
makers, the first firm of the kind in the country. The 
two partners, both Jews, grew rich rapidly, and the un- 
initiated Pole wondered at the money-making qualities 
of imported pianos. One day the customs-house officers 
happened to open one of the pianos which were being 
imported from Berlin by Messrs. A. and B., and found 
large quantities of lace, watches, and other trinkets 
inside the walnut case. Enquiries were made which 
resulted in the discovery that this smuggling had been 
going on for years. The two partners met to consider 
the dilemma, and agreed to draw lots as to who should 
take the blame for the whole thing. The lot fell to A. 
He underwent his trial, exonerated his partner from all 
knowledge of this systematic smuggling, was sentenced, 
and blew his brains out. B. carried on the business, 
which is still the most profitable one of its kind in the 
country, and does his best to help talented young 
musicians to make their way in the world. 


176 THE POLISH JEW 


If musical-instrument makers were able to bring other 
things than “Steinways” and “Erards” into the country, 
it was not more difficult for the Bund to introduce re- 
volvers. The only difference was that the revolution- 
aries substituted coal-trucks for piano-cases. Large 
quantities of coal are imported into Poland from Ger- 
many. Much of it is conveyed in covered trucks. The 
Bund sent agents to the German capital to buy revolvers 
and to come to an understanding with those agents who 
supply coal to the Polish capital. A few weeks later 
large quantities of revolvers were secreted—amongst a 
small quantity of coal, which was duly unloaded by the 
agent's men at the Warsaw terminus. This went on for 
some time, until it dawned upon the minds of certain 
officials that it was a strange thing that outrages in 
which revolvers played an important part should be 
steadily increasing in Poland at a time when the gun- 
smiths’ shops were closed by order and their stores safely 
locked up in the nearest fortress. This phenomenon was 
commented upon for a few weeks in official circles, until 
some fresh outrage, more daring than preceding ones, gave 
one tchinovnek the brilliant idea of searching the goods 
trains. Among some covered coal-trucks, revolvers of 
the Browning system were found. Of course, nobody, 
even the merchant who imported the coal, knew any- 
thing about it. But the authorities, who are so fond of 
shutting the stable door when the horse has disappeared, 
stopped the importation of coal for several weeks, thus 
adding to the coal famine which was then making itself 
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unpleasantly felt! But the Bund had already obtained 
a large supply of firearms, and if the government was 
against the importation of coal, they had nothing to 
object to in foreign bedsteads, which, if carefully packed, 
could evade the vigilance of a customs-house officer, 
whose sight had been partially impaired by bribes. But 
there was another means of obtaining revolvers which 
were already in the country, and that was from the 
policemen. 

The police-force in Poland was formerly supplied 
with shoddy revolvers of an extraordinary pattern, which 
always went off when they were not wanted to, and 
always refused to do so when they were. ‘Those in 
Warsaw were especially bad. The town was not al- 
together to blame for this, as it paid a good price. 
But the cavalry officer who undertook to execute the 
order had been rather too anxious about his profit in the 
transaction, and the consequence was that a policeman 
when attacked was as good as defenceless, because his 
revolver refused to go off. ‘‘The Bund has Brownings,” 
said the authorities when the daily assassination or 
wounding of a policeman warned them that the ranks 
of the force were being sadly thinned, and men could 
not be found to fill the vacancies, “‘we must buy 
Brownings too,” and the police force was supplied with 
Brownings. But the Bund did not approve of this 
imitation, though it might be the sincerest form of 

1 Lately, revolvers have been imported in packing-cases supposed 


to contain sugar. 
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flattery, and began to take the new arms away. At two 
o'clock in the morning, when the streets are deserted 
and dark, a band of three or four men approach a police- 
man who stands shivering at his post, pin him to the 
ground, gag him, and, after taking his coveted firearm, 
make off in the darkness. This went on for some weeks 
(during the winter of 1905-1906), one or two policemen 
lost their lives in the struggle, and policemen were 
ordered to stand together in pairs at night. This means 
was found ineffectual, for eight men came in place of the 
four, and carried off two revolvers instead of one. Then 
two soldiers were allowed for the protection of each 
policeman, and when the nights became shorter, this 
form of terrorism gave way to others, and it became the 
fashion to shoot the policeman. The favourite way of 
doing this is to watch for him as he goes to or from his 
beat in a tram, jump upon the foot-board, fire at him 
several times, and get into a cab before the astonished 
onlookers know what has happened. Others are shot 
at their posts, in spite of the two sentries who stand 
near. The explanation is that all three, after standing 
for a few hours, doze at their posts and fail to see the 
approaching assassins. The fact that there are still 
men willing to risk being shot like this for a mere 
twenty-four shillings a month, proves how hard it is to 
get an honest living in Poland just now. 
But the Bund needs something more than revolvers. 
Its programme includes the use of the bomb when poli- 
tical enemies are to be “removed,” and though sardine- 
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boxes are easy to get, and deadly fluids can be bought 
in the chemists’ shops, dynamite often has to be stolen 
from the factories where it is used, or, failing that, from 
the government stores and arsenals. This is done with 
great ingenuity. 

The Kieff incident, which occurred during the winter 
of 1905-6, will illustrate the way this is done. 

On a certain day a man, dressed in the uniform of the 
civil service, presented himself at the office attached to 
the arsenal upon some business in connection with the 
routine of the establishment. He was left alone for a 
few minutes, and, as the official he particularly wished 
to see had gone out, was asked to call again next day. 
He represented himself as coming from the town of X, 
and there were no reasons to disbelieve him. He did 
not call, and his existence was almost forgotten until a 
few days later, when one of the clerks was surprised to 
see a permit returned from the stores. Nobody had 
applied for it, and no orders to give out ammunition had 
been received. His eyes wandered to the place on the 
wall where the keys of the stores were usually kept. 
They were not there. His suspicions were aroused, and 
he began to count the seals which are affixed to the 
passes—one was missing. He made enquiries about the 
pass at the stores. The sentries there said it had been 
presented that morning by two men dressed in bom- 
bardiers’ uniforms, who drove up to the arsenal in a 
regulation cart. One of them stayed in the cart whilst 
the other opened one of the storehouses, took out a 
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quantity of dynamite and ammunition, locked up again, 
loaded the cart and went off. Enquiries were made at X 
which resulted in the discovery that the stranger who 
had been at the office was entirely unknown there. He 
had stolen the keys and seals, and sent his accomplices to 
take the dynamite. Where an artifice fails, more ener- 
getic means are adopted. More than once the coal 
mines in the district of Dombrowa have been the scenes 
of raids in which the watchmen who guard the sheds 
where explosives are stored were overpowered, and large 
quantities of dynamite stolen. But perhaps the coolest 
way of obtaining arms and ammunition occurred on the 
premises of a gunsmith’s at Warsaw, when a band of Jews 
entered the shop in broad daylight and, whilst some 
asked to look at the weapons, the rest held up the 
astonished staff until the bogus customers had helped 
themselves. They then walked out shooting, and dis- 
appeared long before their victims sufficiently regained 
their presence of mind to give the alarm. 


PUNISHMENT 


Before considering the effect of this arming of the 
proletariat, it may interest the reader to learn how 
those who disarm policemen, raid shops, make or throw 
bombs and carry on revolutionary propaganda among the 
military are treated when they fall into the hands of the 
police. 

When a man or woman is arrested he or she is con- 
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veyed to the examination prison, in order that the police 
may make out a case against the accused before the trial. 
The methods there used, though contrary to British 
ideas of justice, save the police a great deal of trouble 
because, being “ morally convinced” of the prisoners’ 
guilt, they do all in their power to make them confess 
it. “The quicker they confess, the better it is for 
them,” a man connected with this court is fond of say- 
ing. “ We don’t want to keep them with us longer than 
we can help, for the prisons are overcrowded as it is. If 
they are so pig-headed, they must put up with it.” In 
an earlier chapter I have cited a case which throws some 
light upon the way in which such prisoners are “per- 
suaded ” to give evidence against others. Very nearly 
the same means are employed when persuasion is used 
in connection with the guilty one himself. Beating is 
resorted to in most cases. A docile prisoner is often 
brought to confess his guilt, real or imaginary, after 
being flogged with long rubber whips, which leave few 
marks but give terrible pain. More obstinate ones are 
subjected to a process which is nothing short of torture. 
After being bound down on their stomachs, a small 
piece of wood is placed upon their vertebra, near the 
base, and beaten with a hammer. ‘Two lads of fourteen 
were arrested somewhere in the provinces upon the 
charge of shooting a policeman. They were taken to 
the investigation prison and beaten with the indiarubber 
whips just referred to, but as they protested their inno- 
cence, the soles of their feet were beaten with bull-whips 
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(whangees). Most prisoners are agreed that the pain 
thus inflicted is the worst of any which the ingenuity of 
the police has yet discovered. In the present case the 
agony was so great that the lads confessed their guilt 
and were sent to the Warsaw citadel for trial. A bar- 
rister heard of their case and investigated it. Both boys 
were innocent of anything worse than being in the crowd 
when the assassination took place, and were liberated 
after being imprisoned for some months pending the 
investigation. 

It is not an uncommon thing for prisoners brought up 
for trial to emerge from their examination department 
with broken noses, maimed ears, etc. At present, as 
soon as their examination is completed, political offenders 
are brought up before a court-martial. They are allowed 
to call in a barrister to plead their case, but this 
concession is merely a matter of form, as the “ investi- 
gation” process has furnished as much evidence as the 
court requires. Sometimes, it is true, a very young 
offender—and there are many offenders below twenty 
years of age—may manage to get a sentence of death 
modified into that of perpetual exile. But when martial 
law is in force, capital punishment is legal for so many 
political offenders that such commutation is difficult to 
obtain, and the burial-grounds of the political prisoners 
are overcrowded. Condemned to death, a prisoner, 
whether he be Jew or Gentile, a Bundist or a Social 
Democrat, or an anarchist generally, strives to be shot 
instead of hanged. Not only is death by shooting more 
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dignified, but the agony is over much sooner. In the 
fortress of Warsaw, at least, the duty of hangman used to 
be performed by a professional. His services have now 
been disposed of, and his place is supplied by amateurs 
who apply for the job mcognito. These men are the 
lowest specimens of humanity, drawn from the scum of 
the slums of the city, where condemned thieves, knifers, 
and that army of ruffians who will hire themselves out 
for murder when they find somebody ready to give them 
a few roubles for doing it. Those who succeed in being 
hired for hanging political prisoners are paid about 
£2 10s. Od. per head, or rather per neck. On the 
morning of the day appointed for the execution, the 
condemned man is asked whether he wishes to make 
his peace with God. If he answers in the affirmative, 
a regimental chaplain is conducted to his cell. After 
the religious ceremony is over, he is dressed in a long 
linen cloak, the hood of which is drawn down over his 


eyes, and led to the gallows, and up a short set of 
movable steps leading to them. Then the amateur 
hangman slings the noose round his neck, tightens it, 
and jumping off the steps, pushes them away from under 
the condemned man’s feet. The death agony is supposed 
to last ten minutes, but the authorities in the Warsaw 
citadel allow half-an-hour. At the end of that time 
a surgeon pronounces life extinct, the body is taken 
down by soldiers and buried, coffinless, in the adjoining 
burial-ground. Those who are shot are led out into the 
execution ground blindfolded and tied to stakes. At 
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a word of command given by an officer the soldiers who 
are told off to perform the execution fire a volley and 
all is over. Their bodies are buried in coffins. 

Not long ago, that is at the beginning of the year 
1906, a large bomb factory was discovered by a military 
patrol in the Jewish quarter. Several people were 
caught red-handed. They were arrested and taken to 
the citadel. Two young Jewesses were among the 
number and, after the court-martial had passed a 
sentence of death upon the men, the authorities sent 
to St. Petersburg to intercede for the Jewesses, in the 
hope that their sentences might be commuted to im- 
prisonment for life. The governor of the fortress took 
up the case, and finally an answer was obtained to the 
effect that if the two Jewesses would promise to have no 
further connection with the Bund or any other revolu- 
tionary party, they would be imprisoned for some time 
and then obtain a free pardon from the Tsar. The 
official who repeated this message did not doubt that 
such young girls—they were not more than nineteen 
years of age—would agree to take the required oath. 
But to his surprise they quietly but firmly refused to 
do so, adding that they would not under any considera- 
tion whatever make a promise they did not intend to 
keep. Should they ever regain their liberty, they 
would, they declared, work harder than ever in the 
cause of freedom. Their comrades had already paid 
the last penalty the law could impose upon them, and 
they were prepared to do the game. They were allowed 
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a few days in which to reconsider their decision, but as 
they remained firm, were shot in the precincts of the 
fortress of Warsaw. Yet these were girls who had not 
hesitated to prepare the most deadly and at the same 
time unjust instruments terrorism has yet conceived, 
for scarcely a bomb is thrown which does not injure or 
kill innocent victims. These were girls who had signed 
the death sentences of those whose political opinions 
were at variance with their own, who had made innocent 
children fatherless and homes desolate. But theirs is 
not an isolated case of idealism. The Russian prisons 
are filled with Jews and Jewesses who, having sworn to 
sacrifice their lives for the cause of the Bund, are pre- 
pared to suffer all things rather than deviate one whit 
from their intentions. 

What is the secret of the Bund’s power? How is it 
that during the five and a half years it has been on 
Polish soil, it has become an indispensable feature of 
ghetto life and is gaining adherents in provincial settle- 
ments where, before its advent, the Jewish population 
had the same aims and sentiments as their forefathers ? 
True, there are still remote spots, untouched by the 
railway, which have not yet come under its influence, 
and where the most brotherly feeling still exists between 
the Jews and the Poles. Even to-day in some parts of 
the remote government of Lublin, when the Roman 
Catholic Bishop makes a progress through his diocese 
and passes near the Jewish settlements, the inhabitants 
still run out to meet him, presenting him with bread 
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and salt and greeting him with “ Niech Zyje Polska” 
(Long live Poland). But these cases are rapidly growing 
rarer, and in the large towns the Jewish proletariat takes 
no pains to hide its hostility. It is striving to assert its 
individuality, and woe betide those who cross its purpose. 
Every month marks the success of new propaganda, 
every month the Bund establishes a new sub-committee 
in some town or village, spreading its doctrines amongst 
the Jewish population. How is it that whilst the 
Sionist has found that his propaganda is looked upon 
with hostility, the Bundist makes converts daily? It 
is because the Sionist strives to open the doors of the 
ghetto with his European civilisation, with his talk of 
emigrant ships and capitalists and factories, whilst the 
Bundist appeals to and through all that the children of 
the ghetto hold dear, to the latent ambitions and anti- 
Christianism of the Jewish masses, and through the 
Yiddish they have heard ever since they could remember. 
This is the key which has opened the door. This igs 
why the Bund has succeeded in attracting the Jewish 
proletariat when other revolutionaries, the Social Demo- 
crats, the Polish, Socialists and the Proletariat failed. 
When Bundism first came into Poland it found young 
men and women belonging to the Jewish intellectual 
class, which had half assimilated with the Polish com- 
munity, adopted its language, its culture, often even its 
politics, eager to learn Yiddish to arrest the process of 
assimilation, and go amongst the Jewish masses as the 
Russian youth of the seventies went among the liberated 
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serfs. In a word, the Bund came just at the right time, 
just when the young generation was afire with the wish 
to do something for its kin. At first they had no 
easy task. They were confronted with much of that 
hostility the Sionist meets to-day. The children of 
the ghetto mistrusted those of their race who had 
east aside the halat, spoke Yiddish with difficulty, and 
had broken away from the thousand and one superstitions 
which enslave the orthodox Jew. In those early days 
the agitators were glad if they could effect an entrance 
in a small sweating shop, and persuade two or three 
journeymen tailors to listen to them. But soon their 
work grew easier: for it was a miserable audience they 
addressed, too numbed and indifferent to realise the 
depths of its own misery, but sensible of the note of 
sympathy which ran through the agitators’ halting 
speech. The very substance of these harangues was 
a lesson to the political propagandists. They did not 
talk of the theories of Marx and Engel, as too many 
Social Democrats are used to do. They did not speak 
of overthrowing autocracy and creating those free units 
to which the drawing-room agitator, who pleads the 
cause of a people he has never seen, delights to refer. 
What does the Jew in the sweating shop care for 
autocracy ? He has never seen the Tsar; he has—or had, 
at that time, at any rate—the vaguest ideas about the 
Russian Empire, nay, of that small portion of it which 
immediately surrounds him. Marx, Engels and the 
Tsar were all one to him, for they were but empty 
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names conveying as much meaning to his mind as 
a quotation from one of the plays of Shakespeare. 
But he did know what it meant to work for sixteen 
hours a day in a feetid room; he did know what it 
meant to live upon half a herring and a slice of bread 
a day; he did know what it was to be in want even of 
that poor fare when times were bad and the long winter 
froze the blood in his veins, He knew, too, that other 
men who lived in streets beyond his own had good food, 
clothes and houses. He knew, too, that the Poles upon 
whom he existed, for whom he worked, no matter how 
poor they were, had more comforts than he, that they 
had other rights, other and brighter lives. And when 
the agitators told him that these comforts were the 
result of his toil, wrung from the ghetto slaves who had 
only to believe in themselves to be free, he felt that 
after all the strangers must be right. And when he 
was told that his employer was dependent upon his 
labour, that when the man refused to work, the master 
was ruined, the seeds were sown for strikes, for he did 
not pause to think that a bankrupt master means a 
starving man. Then, when Yiddish translations of the 
more popular kind of revolutionary literature made their 
way into the ghetto, when lectures explained the position 
of the proletariat and newspapers reported labour strikes 
in other parts of the world, the mental range of the 
Jewish proletariat widened. His natural intelligence, 
cramped for centuries by Talmudic doctrines and confined 
to the details of barter, rapidly expanded, He beheld 
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himself objectively, compared himself with others, and 
came to the conclusion that he too had a right to live, to 
assert his own nationality, and to educate himself, not by 
assimilating with the Polish community, but by adopting 
what the Bund thought best and most necessary from 
the culture of other nations. This is the argument ot 
the more enlightened Bundists. But their propaganda 
is always bringing in new converts, steeped in the super- 
stition of the ghetto, to whom the agitators appeal 
to-day as they appealed five years ago. The leaders 
alone have the goal clearly in view: the rank and file 
are content to strike for the amelioration of the moment. 
If they pour vitriol over the cloth and leather of the 
strike-breakers and shoot the masters who refuse to stop 
work, they do it, not because they believe that the 
action will hasten the fall of autocracy, but because 
they are eager to earn a few more copecks a day, or 
wring money they have not earned from the man who 
employs them. If they insist that the good and bad 
workman should be paid alike, it is not because they 
have any logical objection to the survival of the fittest ; 
but because they hate fair competition, and are too 
indolent to try to bring their work up to a given 
standard. 


THE BUND’S ACHIEVEMENTS 


Since the day the Bund first entered the Kingdom of 
Poland, great changes have taken place in Russia’s 
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general political situation. The disasters of the Russo- 
Japanese war, the enormous growth of all revolutionary 
parties, the repressive measures of autocracy have com- 
bined to produce a condition of affairs undreamed of half 
a decade ago. Nowhere are these changes more apparent 
than among the Jewish proletariat. The children of the 
ghettoes and settlements have been aroused to a sense 
of what they owe themselves and gathered under the 
largest Jewish organisation of modern times, 

They have realised the need of fighting their own 
battles, of watching their revolution carefully and aiding 
it, inasmuch, but only inasmuch, as the results may be 
beneficial to themselves, They are no longer content to 
toil all the week and listen to the Rabbi on the Sabbath. 
The vista of freedom and a new era has been opened 
up to them. They are practising in the political life of 
the country, and as they only see a prospect of political 
freedom in revolution, what wonder is it that they have 
become the greatest revolutionaries? Not only do they 
strive to attain their end by organising strikes them- 
selves, but they aid the Polish proletariat with monetary 
and moral help, if they consider that the success of some 
strike will be to their own advantage. And this attitude 
of the ghetto will not change. Even the most sanguine 
assimilators admit that the Bund has destroyed their 
hopes so far as the Jewish masses, nearly 80% of the 
total Jewish population, is concerned. Whatever inclin- 
ations they may have had to assimilate with the Polish 
community have vanished since they knew the Bund. 
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Why should they lose their individuality when they 
will obtain civil rights and a cultural autonomy when 
autocracy isno more? Afterwards, perhaps, when they 
have been sufficiently launched on Socialism to be able 
to consider the trifling differences of parties, some may 
join other revolutionary societies. But they will remain 
revolutionaries, for the old régime has treated them too 
much like a step-mother to keep them once they have 
begun to think for themselves. When they only felt, 
they hated the goya, and now that reason has been 
added to their passion it can only lead them further 
away from the Polish community. For good or evil 
the Bund has taken the Jewish masses into its hands, 
taught them not only to hope but to believe in their 
own power. 

No factor has been so helpful to the Bund as the 
revolver. Before the organisation was known in the 
ghetto, firearms were there looked upon with horror. 
The agonies of fear which the Jewish recruit suffered 
have become proverbial. It is by no means a rare 
thing for the riding-master to have their legs lashed to 
the horses’ flanks, because they are too nervous to keep 
on. Bred under the most unhealthy conditions imagin- 
able, fed upon insufficient food, unused to all physical 
exercise, miserable, half-starved and sickly, the children 
of the ghetto shrink from occupations other men enjoy. 
Five years ago the sight of a passing patrol was sufficient 
to scatter any gathering in the Jewish quarter. Not so 
to-day. The armed groups who are appointed to protect 
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meetings, fire at once when soldiers approach them, and, 
what is more, hit their mark. Bombs are things from 
which the most courageous men shrink, and yet the 
most successful bomb outrages of the past year have 
been perpetrated by Jews. The bomb factories which 
the police discover in Warsaw and other Polish towns 
from time to time are almost always in the Jewish 
quarters. The Polish Party of Socialists frequently 
employ Jewish adherents to execute the death sentence, 
either by means of a bomb or revolver. The reason some- 
times given is that the Israelite’s hostility to a Gentile 
will insure the success of the attempt. The most 
interesting occurrence of the kind which I can recall at 
present happened in May 1906, when a Jew threw a 
bomb at a certain K., a member of the Warsaw police- 
force as he stood on duty near the Marszalkovska—at 
seven o'clock in the evening. K. had a very bad 
reputation among political parties generally. He was 
excessively cruel to prisoners, and had shot innocent 
women in a gateway the preceding autumn. The Polish 
Party of Socialists warned him that if he did not resign 
he would be killed. He promised to send in his papers, 
but remained at his post. It was not until six months 
afterwards, however, that he met his death. His 
assassin, in spite of the policeman and two soldiers 
who never left him whilst on duty, managed to throw 
the bomb just under his feet. He was literally blown 
into pieces. A week later one of his legs was found 100 
yards from the scene of the outrage on the roof of 
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a five-storied house. The most characteristic feature of 

the incident lies in the fact that the Polish Party of 
Socialists published a proclamation next day to the 
effect that one of its adherents had executed the death 
sentence passed upon K. Shortly afterwards a notice 
appeared in one of the party’s organs to the effect that : 
“The author of the attempt upon K. was Boruch 
Szulman, 20 years old, a workman and a member of the 
fighting committee of our party. After throwing the 
bomb he perished from a rifle-shot.” The Party did not 
think it necessary to apologise to the relatives of the 
innocent victims who perished from Szulman’s 
“attempt.” 

The Bund armed the Jewish proletariat. Other 
revolutionary parties followed the Bund’s example, and 
the consequence is that not a street quarrel takes place 
without the assistance of the inevitable Browning 

| revolver. This is not the worst. All these parties 
| found the aid of the loafer necessary, not only for work 
in the armed groups, but for executing death sentences. 
Once armed, these men, feeling the power of the revolver, 
began to use them for their own ends. Many men 
who were honest a year ago, but have been ruined 
by the strikes and forced to earn a living the best 
way they can, join these bands. Banditism in Poland 
has therefore assumed alarming proportions. Honest 
people, who dare not keep firearms without a licence and 
find the gunsmiths’ shops have not got revolvers even 


when the licence is forthcoming, are terrorised by them. 
0 
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The following is an extract from the Warsaw Courier 
of January 10, 1906. The issues of January 14 and 16 
varied little from it. The only difference is in the 
names of the victims and the sums of money extorted. 

“Two men armed with revolvers entered the beer-shop 
in the Zabkovska yesterday and demanded money and 
three bottles of vodka... . 

“Some persons unknown went last evening to Mr. I.’s 
warehouse, Noviniarska 16, and began to shoot, 
demanding money. When nobody answered, they fired 
at the glass doors and windows until they were all 
smashed, and then ran away. This is the second outrage 
of the kind at Mr. I.’s warehouse. 

“In K.’s general shop (Ceglana No. 4) four men, all out 
of work, were arrested for demanding five roubles and 
threatening to shoot K. if the money was not 
forthcoming. 

“A few weeks ago some people entered Mr. Zysman’s 
house and demanded 300 roubles for the Polish Party 
of Socialists. Z. refused. Yesterday they called 
again. Z. gave them a few roubles, which they took, 
promising to come for the balance in a few days’ 
tamer. ye 

“A cobbler, B., was arrested in the warehouse belonging 
to Mr. Pryves for begging in company with four other 
men and threatening to shoot. 

“In a shop in the Krolevska a band of men threatened 
to throw a bomb if their demands for money were not 
satisfied. ... 
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‘‘Five men entered Mr. Ben’s shop and demanded 
3,000 roubles. A policeman happened to hear of it and 
went to arrest them. Three of the men ran away, and 
Mr. Ben, shaking with fear, said the other two were 
customers. . . 

“ Anarchists go into the boot-shops and demand boots 
—mostly women’s. 

“Five delegates entered Zbrozek’s chocolate factory 
and demanded wages for workmen who had been dis- 
missed from the factory. They called themselves 
representatives from the Bund; one of them fired off 
his revolver. The report brought a police inspector, who 
arrested one of the men. The rest ran away. 

“Four young men in students’ uniforms entered a house 
on the Grzybovski Square, and asked if the wages of the 
stroz (house-guardian) had been raised. They also 
demanded 28 roubles. The landlord’s wife said her 
husband was not at home, and they left, promising to 
return to-morrow.” 

I have given this as an example of the way in which 
the inhabitants of Warsaw are visited daily by men 
| asking for money. Space forbids my using extracts 

from reports from the provinces. 

During the six months which have elapsed between 
January and June 1906, things have not improved. I 
append an extract from ‘the Polish Courier for June 15, 
in which, as before, the day’s accidents are recorded, 

“To-day at noon some persons unknown shot at 
Anthony Horonin, 42 years of age—police inspector, as 
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he was passing No. 9 in the Volska. He fell dead in- 
stantly, receiving three wounds. The assassins escaped. 

“ At five o’clock this morning two men went up to the 
stroz at No. 9 Stalova, and shot at him from revolvers. 
Neither of them hit its mark. The men escaped. 

“ Yesterday at half-past one somebody shot at police 
inspector M. from the gateway of 110 Panska. WM. fell 
dead. Soldiers, who happened to be passing, began to 
fire at the people who had run away from the scene of 
the outrage. One man, name unknown, was killed, and 
two workmen wounded. The police raided No. 110 and 
arrested four people. 

“A little later in the afternoon, that is about three 
o'clock, Bienik, a member of the mounted police force, 
was mortally wounded by a revolver-shot whilst passing 
the Krolevska Street in a tram. A policeman who was 
standing close by tried to arrest the would-be assassin, 
but he was wounded in the leg by somebody in the tram, 
and the assassin escaped in a cab. Soldiers began to 
shoot at the cab, but instead of hitting the people 
inside, they wounded three passers-by—a servant, 
Josephine M.; a butcher, Kondracki, and a Jew who 
was driving from the station.! 

“Soon after nine o’clock this morning a policeman, 
accompanied by some soldiers, went into the Zabia? in 
order to search the people in the street. When at the 


1 Rumour says that this Jew had escaped from the massacres at 
Bialystok only to be injured as soon as he reached Warsaw. 
? In the Jewish quarter. 
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corner of the Bank Square he went up to some young men, 
he was shot at. He and the soldiers fell wounded, and 
their assailants ran away. The ambulance arrived and 
found that the policeman had received two wounds, the 
two soldiers one each. The ambulance conveyed them 
to the military hospital in a grave condition. 

“ At ten o'clock last night, a post van drove up to No 8 
in the Biala. When the postman was about to enter 
the house, several men surrounded him and demanded 
the letters containing money. Although they were 
armed with revolvers, the postman did not lose his 
presence of mind, but, throwing off the men, rushed 
down to the strdz (house-guardian) and told him to 
shut the gate. Two of the roughs managed to escape 
before the strdz had time to do so, and the third was 
caught.” 


So much for Warsaw. Provincial correspondence in 
the same issue records a daring attack on the post 
office in Zgierz, near Lodz, of which thirty masked men 
armed with knives and revolvers were the heroes. Two 
who entered by the back entrance asked one of the 
sentries where stamps were sold. When the latter 
turned round to point out the window, the new-comer 
snatched away his musket and wounded him in the 
abdomen with a knife. 

Meanwhile five other masked men had entered the 
forwarding office on the first floor, where three 
soldiers were on guard. They killed one and mortally 
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wounded the others. Two more accomplices entered a 
neighbouring room and wounded one of the three clerks 
who were there; the other two, completely losing their 
presence of mind, threw themselves out of the window 
and were seriously injured. 

The fourth group went into the room where the safe 
is kept and where the postmaster and his assistant were 
at work. Holding revolvers to their heads the marauders 
ordered the postmaster to open the safe. On his making 
some reply, they mortally wounded him. But the 
soldier who had been wounded at first managed to 
escape from the hands of his assailants and ran into the 
street calling for assistance. The whole band, on seeing 
the turn things had taken, left the post office as quickly 
as possible, without stopping to take the money but 
carrying three muskets away with them. Two of them 
were afterwards found in a forest close by. Five others, 
who were arrested a little further from the town, threw 
their revolvers into a pond when they saw dragoons 
approaching them. 

It must be added that the band had cut the telephone 
and telegraph wires before beginning operations. 

The Lodz correspondent records the following mishap 
for the same day. “Yesterday §. Kobylecki, 26 years 
old, was shot in the Lutomierska market-place. Terror 
has been employed against the Strozy (house-guardians) 
who refuse to strike. The strdz at 12 Piotrkovska was 
mortally wounded whilst lighting his lamps. The strdz at 
No. 50 was so badly beaten that he had to be taken to the 
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hospital. Terror is used against the coffee-house keepers 
also. Mr. Ulrich refused to shut his establishment and 
the agitators shot at him. Luckily all six shots missed 
their mark, and only destroyed a mirror which cost 900 
roubles. 

“The workmen in P.’s factory in the Sredna demanded 
a 94-hours’ working day instead of the 10 hours they 
had agreed to a short time ago. The factory was closed 
in consequence. P. received several threatening letters, 
and yesterday some men went to see him. He told 
them through the open window that he would re-open 
his factory only on condition that the men worked 10 
hours a day. When he had said this one of the men 
shot at him. But the bullet missed P. and only smashed 
a window. The men ran away.” 

I have given the above extracts because they are 
records of daily events in Warsaw and other large towns, 
not because they constitute any unusual facts. They 
have been going on now since 1905. Every few days 
the raid upon a post office or a saving’s bank is varied 
by that on a dvor (manor house) with more or less loss 
of life. But whether in town or country, the assailants 
are invariably armed with revolvers, which they know 
how to use with fatal results. The consequence is that 
everybody in the country is in constant danger of being 
wounded, if not killed, either at home or in the street. 
If he be not liable to perish from a revolver, the chances 
are that he will meet his fate from a soldier’s rifle fired 
at some assassin. People who come to the country for 


ee 
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a short time are horrified at this state of anarchy : but 

the inhabitants have got used to it. The outrages are 

recorded without comment and elicit little surprise. 

Nobody shows as much indignation as the leaders of the 

revolutionary parties who have armed the irresponsible 

masses. ‘Their newspapers are constantly informing the 

public that? “We give no permission to extort money 

from private persons for the cause with threats,” or, 

“We have been much annoyed at discovering that 

death-sentences purporting to be signed by us are being 

distributed in order to extort money. We wish to state 

once and for all that we never pass death-sentences upon 

those who don’t deserve them.” This is no doubt very 

considerate of the revolutionaries, but offers smal] comfort 

to the victims of the armed ruffians who infest the 

country at present. After all, it does not make much 

difference whether a man has his brains blown out 

by a Social Democrat, a Bundist, or a “ non-party ” 

assassin. | 
It is sometimes difficult to distinguish the cases in 

which simple banditism has been at work from those 

ordered by one of the parties. Very often a man is | 

assassinated by accident. The chief of the Bialystok 

police, murdered in June 1906, was a victim of mistaken 

identity. The Jewish revolutionary party of the town 

apologised to his widow: but the man, a very worthy 

one by the way, was dead. I remember a case of a 

strdz (house-guardian) who was Shot one afternoon in 


1 See the Red Standard, the workmen’s and other party organs. 
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Warsaw. After his death the party discovered they had 
punished the wrong man—the strdz next-door had 
incurred their anger. The widow received consolation 
in the form of a 100-rouble -note. 

Whether the leaders of the Bund will live to regret 
the initiative they took in arming their proletariat ; 
whether it is wise to place weapons at the disposal of 
masses of men who have every temptation to use them 
against innocent people; whether the anarchy thereby 
engendered. will finally lead the country to a state of 
order, or the proletariat will prove itself too powerful for 
its quondam mentors, are questions which time alone 
can answer. But whatever may be the final solution of 
the problem, the blame or the praise for arousing the 
dark masses of the Polish ghettoes must rest with the 
Bund. 


APPENDIX 


The following extracts from some resolutions recently 
passed by a congress of Bundists throwing light upon 
the attitude of the organisation towards general questions 
may interest the reader. 

Agitation meetings (under the protection of armed 
groups) must be organised as often as possible, in 
factories, workshops, synagogues and open spaces. The 
organisation must be strengthened by the accession of 
men and women who devote all their time to the 


cause. 
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It is necessary to extend agitation to every possible 
quarter. Groups of non-Jewish workmen must be 
formed to agitate among the non-Jewish proletariat in 
order to gain the greatest amount of political influence 
by the time autocracy is abolished. 

The old fighting methods must be abandoned and 
more decisive and revolutionary ones formed. Those 
who are not armed must be supplied with weapons 
without delay. 

General Strikes are of paramount importance, as 
they obstruct the industrial and cultural life of the 
Empire. 

Propaganda must be carried on amongst the soldiers, 
and special committees formed for this branch of the 
work. 

Terror must be applied when necessary. It is also 
necessary that public men who are dangerous to the 
cause be removed. 

In time of public disturbances government buildings 
must be stormed by the populace. 


OTHER REVOLUTIONARY PARTIES 


The Polish Party of Socialists.—The Jews play | 
an important part in the Polish Party of Socialists, 
especially as leaders and organisers, The programme 
of the P. P.S., as the party is popularly called, includes 
the foundation of a Polish republic on democratic 
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lines; that is, the patriotic element is introduced. 
For this reason the P. P.S. only appeals to those Jews 
who have adopted a certain amount of Polish culture 
and look upon Poland as their country. It therefore 
does very different work from the Bund, as its leaders 
have little sympathy with Yiddish and ghetto culture. 
But there is a Jewish committee which carries on 
propaganda among the Jewish proletariat. There is no 
space here to discuss this party at length. For seven 
years, that is, from 1893 till 1900, the P. P.S. were first 
in the Socialistic field in Poland, for the Social Demo- 
crats were weak from many adversities, and the Bund 
had not made its appearance. But even to-day it holds 
its own against all rivals, and is as strong as any 
political party now existing in the country. It has 
been especially active during the past year, and, apart 
from its political work, often performs duties which are 
done by the police in other countries. 

A line of steamers which ply on the Vistula between 
Warsaw and Plock had long been infested with a band 
of card-sharpers who imposed upon the peasant passen- 
gers to a scandalous degree. The owners of the boats 
applied to the police several times in vain. But the 
P. P. S. got to hear about it, and determined to put a 
stop to the nuisance. One morning, as the five sharpers 
were playing on one of the boats, eight strangers entered 
the cabin where they and their victims were sitting, and 
taking out revolvers, ordered the sharpers to go on deck 
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and the other passengers to stay where they were. 
They obeyed ; a death sentence was read out, and they 
were told to stand in a row whilst it was being executed. 
At the same time the man at the wheel was told that he 
would be shot if he gave the alarm or stopped the boat 
—they were some way out of Warsaw, and the river 
was clear. Then the shooting began. The sharpers ran 
about the deck and tried to hide in the cabin, but before 
long they were all lying on the deck. Their execu- 
tioners threw three of them who were dead overboard, 
and, leaving the others where they were, told the man in 
charge to put into the bank, carried a wounded comrade 
ashore, and disappeared into the rushes, 

When the P. P. 8. raids a public or semi-public insti- 
tution for money, it always names the amount of money 
taken in the next issue of its organ, and sometimes gives 
the names of those who took part in the raid. The same 
plan is adopted with those who have been shot for 
treachery or taking money under false pretensions or for 
private use. The members put down drunkenness and 
gambling in the factories with a strong hand. The 
following proclamation appeared in a large iron factory a 
short time ago. 

“ Comrades,” it begins, “during the great strike we 
fought, among other things, for the abolition of search- 
ing, and for the institution of a system of workman- 
overseeing in place of the old system of spying which 
has hitherto prevailed. But bitter experience has taught 
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us that there are many workmen who have not yet 
grown worthy of humane laws, and whose moral conduct 
is such that they want the foreman’s whip and fines 
to keep them in order. Drunkards have begun to show 
themselves in the factories, especially after pay-days, and 
by their conduct cause rioting and fighting in which the 
other men are often obliged to interfere. That is not all. 

_ These men, not content with turning the factories and 
workshops into pot-houses, have even made gambling- 
dens of them as well. The rest of the workmen have made 
up their minds to put a stop to this excess, the dignity 
of the proletariat must be preserved. Individuals who 
bring shame upon us must be removed. Therefore it 
has been decided, at a meeting recently held, that he 
who enters his factory drunk for the first time shall be 
sent away from work for three days; for the second 
offence six days; for the third offence for twelve days ; 

while the fourth offence shall be punished by dismissal 

from the factory or workshop altogether. The same 
punishment shall be meted out to those who indulge in 
gambling.” 

There is no doubt that the P. P. 8. has done a great 
deal of good in the way of putting a stop to drunkenness 
and gambling ; from time to time it raids the brothels 
of the large towns as well. 

This party also committed the robberies which took 
place on the Vienna and Vistula Railway lines in July 
1906, when over two hundred thousand roubles were 


206 THE POLISH JEW 


taken from the mail-waggons. The money was added 
to the funds collected for the general strike which the 
P. P.8., in coalition with the other parties, wished to 
organise for the following August. These outrages were 
committed in the coolest possible manner. In the second 
Vienna-Railway incident, when the evening train from 
Aleksandrovo, the frontier station, was within ten versts 
of Warsaw, the engine-driver noticed a group of people 
standing by the plant, one of whom was making signals 
with a red lantern. At the same time he felt that one 
of the automatic brakes was being used in the carriages, 
the train stopped, some fourteen or fifteen people 
boarded it; half of them took possession of the driver 
and stoker, whilst the others began to disconnect the 
part which contained the mail-coach, separated from the 
engine by seven goods-waggons. No sooner was this 
done than two or three men, armed with revolvers, 
jumped out of each carriage and kept guard over their 
frightened fellow-passengers, after telling them that 
they had nothing to fear so long as they kept quiet. 
Meanwhile, one of the men who had boarded the engine 
drove it a few hundred yards away from the rest of the 
train, his accomplices gathered round the mail-waggon, 
shot at the doors and windows until they made enough 
holes to effect an entrance, disarmed the post-office 
official who was in charge, and who had wounded one of 
the assailants, and set to work. One of the band took 
the book containing a list of the monies in the waggon, 


POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS 207 


read out the numbers of the bags which were wanted 
to his comrades, who sorted the private correspondence 
from that belonging to the railway, taking the latter 
and leaving the former intact. When this was done 
they gave the official back his revolver, told the driver 
not to move till they were out of sight, and walked off 
with their booty, which amounted to about one hundred 
thousand roubles, being the week’s takings from the 
principal stations between the frontier and Warsaw. 
During the proceedings a large red flag with the party’s 
initials printed on it was planted near the train. One 
of the conductors said that the train was stopped in his 
presence by a second-class passenger who put a revolver 
to his head when he protested against the use of the 
brake. The whole incident did not take very long, for 
the train was only half-an-hour late in Warsaw. A 
similar robbery was committed earlier in the same day 
on the same line, when nine men who resisted the assail- 
ants were shot. The P. P. 8. also lost one man. The 
third was committed on the Vistula line, when a 
gendarme lost his life. A receipt for the whole sum 
appeared in the next issue of the Robotnik (workman), 
the party’s organ. 

The P. P.S. also organised the raids on the govern- 
ment spirit-shops, which were of daily occurrence 
during the months of June and July, and forced the 
authorities to close them altogether. On such an 
occasion near Lodz, the four raiders kept five Cossacks 
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at bay for several hours, and finally escaped with the 
money. 

The Social Democratic League of Poland was 
founded by Rosa Luxemburg, a Jewess, and Karski in 
1893. Its programme is the same as that of the Bund 
except for the clause treating with Jewish nationalism. 
A large proportion of the members of this party are 
Jews. A police raid was made when a meeting of the 
Warsaw section was being held in that town in the 
spring of 1906. A few days afterwards, a list of those 
arrested appeared. It contained 75 names, of which 66 
were indisputably Jewish, and the rest either doubtful 
or non-Jewish. The Social Democrats, being anti- 
national, appeal to many of the Jewish Intelligentia who 
have left the traditions of the Hebrew culture far behind 
them, and yet know little or nothing of Polish culture. 
These men and women have generally been educated in 
the Russian Gymnasia, where the tendency of the teach- 
ing in non-national. The Social Democrats seem, to the 
outsider, to live in an imaginary world, mapped out by 
Marx and Engel, and not in the world which is. 

The voice of this party is not often heard except in 
connection with some strike. Now and again they 
expose some impostors by printing such notices as 
this in their paper, Czervony Sztandar (The Red 
Standard)}— 

“We have just received a red paper with a black 
border signed ‘The Social Democratic League for the 
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Kingdom of Poland and Lithuania,’ and containing the 
following statement :— ‘ Death sentence passed on N. N. 
for spying on the Social Democrats. If you don’t save 
yourself by running away, this sentence will be executed 
either in your home or in the factory. We give youa 
week to take leave of your friends and family.’ This 
sentence is utterly false, and was put into our hands by 
N. N. of D.’s factory, probably by a man who wanted to 
get his place. Some villain has put our seal to it to 
make it look genuine. We hereby give notice that our 
organisation sends death sentences to nobody, and that 
we shall punish the wretches who forge such sentences 
without mercy. We call upon our comrades to help us 
crush these villains who try to contaminate the revolution 
with their dirty hands.” 

The rank and file of these parties quarrel among 
themselves and with the followers of the National 
Democratic Party. Sometimes the most trivial dis- 
agreement will lead to a fuss in the factory. Lately, 
the Socialists used terror to have Patriotic workmen 

dismissed from the factories in which the Socialistic 
element predominates, and by the beginning of August 
things had got to such a pitch in Warsaw and Lodz, so 
many lives were lost in the quarrels which took place, 
and in which the Patriots came off worst, that the 
latter issued an appeal to the Polish community to help 
them to put a stop: to this form of terrorism by having 


the factories in which it had been practised closed until 
P 
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the Socialists promised to take them back. The follow- 
ing incident proves that the most trivial causes were 
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sufficient to bring about the “party’s” interference. 

Two women who worked side by side in one of the 
spirit warehouses in Praga (a suburb of Warsaw), one a 
Socialist and the other a Patriot, had a discussion about 
the virtues of their respective parties and came to blows. 
The Patriot got the best of it; but the Socialist went to 
her party and demanded instant satisfaction. The next 
morning, two delegates went to the manager of the 
warehouse and told him that he must dismiss the Patriot 
at once. The manager refused, but removed her to 
another room for a day, after which he told her to go 
back to her old place. But this arrangement did not 
please her political enemy, who fetched the delegates. 
They came, turned the Patriot out by force, and told the 
manager that if he did not receive one of their protégées 
in her place he would have good reason to regret his 
obstinacy. 

At about the same time Lodz was the scene of a 
several days’ feud, in which the Socialists and the Patriots 
lost no opportunity of putting bullets into each other. 
But perhaps the most barbarous act of revenge was 
committed upon a young man, a Patriot, who was shot 
by the Socialists because he brought the tanners’ strike to 
anend. A young Jew was shot in the street by his party, 
the Bund, for using its seal for his own private ends. 
His grave was desecrated three times within as many 
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weeks, and boys dug it up again and again in order, they 
said, to exhume his body and throw it out of the 
cemetery. The fact that his sister was standing by the 
grave at the time did not deter them, and it was only 
the arrival of some workmen which put a stop to the 
outrage. 


